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In the 17th century, two men are credited with coming up with a chronology of the Earth based on the Bible: James Ussher (1581–1656), Archbishop of Armagh (now Northern Ireland), and John Lightfoot, an Anglican clergyman and Hebrew scholar at Cambridge University. In Ussher's 1650 work, Annales veteris testamenti, a prima mundi origine deducti (Annals of the Old Testament, deduced from the first origins of the world), he traced the genealogies in the Bible and calculated that the Earth was created on October 23, 4004 BC at 9 p.m. Whereas, Lightfoot calculated that it occurred sometime around the autumnal equinox in 3929 BC. Ussher also estimated that Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden on Monday, November 10, 4004 BC.   By Darwin's time, a majority of scientists no longer believed that the planet was only 6,000 years old but thought the date of creation was millions of years earlier.


We have faced crises of faith throughout the centuries – from Copernicus to Galileo to Darwin and more.   Science has forced us to look with a wider view at the universe in which we live.   


Jesus, I believe, faced a crisis of faith in his time.  The religion of his time was rigid and legalistic, focused on the priestly cult of sacrifice in the Temple in Jerusalem.   Life was neatly divided between what we considered clean and unclean, kosher and non-kosher, gentile and Jew, ritually acceptable and an abomination.   But Jesus rejected these notions, seeking to claim a more just view of life, based on the prophetic worldview of justice and righteousness. 

For Jesus to reach out to touch a leper represented a major evolution in religious thinking.  For Jesus to touch a leper was to break several major purity codes from the scriptures; a rabbi, and anyone else for that matter, was strictly prohibited from getting near, much less touching, a leper.   There are many laws against this. “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:  2 Command the Israelites to put out of the camp everyone who is leprous.”  (Num. 5:1 ) “It is a leprous disease; after the priest has examined him he shall pronounce him ceremonially unclean.”  (Lev 13:3)
Why would Jesus do this?   Because he was ‘moved with pity.’  His heart told him that this was a person, like himself, who was suffering, and Jesus wanted him to be healed and ‘made clean.’   You see, this man was seen, not only as sick, but as ‘unclean,’ as religiously polluted, an ‘untouchable,’ someone who would infect another with ritual impurity. (I think this is what was behind the old segregation laws in our country, with drinking fountains for white and for coloreds.)  It had little to do with science, but much more to do with purity and taboo.

Nowadays, of course, we call leprosy ‘Hansen’s disease’ and treat it with antibiotics and other treatments.  We don’t have leper colonies or laws of quarantine.   But we still have fears and taboos and prejudices – often subconscious – about who is ‘clean’ and who is ‘unclean.’

But see how Jesus moved his religion forward.   See how he pushed his faith to evolve to be more concerned about compassion and kindness, and less concerned about ritual laws and prohibitions.   This I would call healthy evolution.   Evolution – change – progress – is never simple or without cost.   Look what his society did to Jesus.   


Last Thursday was the 200th anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin, who wrote the groundbreaking book: The Origin of the Species.   He was born within hours of Abraham Lincoln, though separated by an ocean and social class.   His writing, his research and careful analysis of biology have transformed our understanding of our planet, our fellow creatures, and even ourselves in profound ways; and his theories have held up remarkably well in the face of two centuries of further research.  In fact some of his thinking that was dismissed decades ago is now being brought back and accepted by leading scientists.   He was a remarkable man, but he created an extreme crisis of faith within our world.


As people of faith, his writings were like a wrecking ball to the comfortable religious worldviews that were held for centuries.   The scientific world-view continues to be profoundly disturbing to an understanding of our world that believes in a loving God, a guiding Spirit, a set of rules for living that includes compassion, moral law and salvation through faith.  


Here are some examples of quotes from Charles Darwin that are disturbing and harsh:

“The mystery of the beginning of all things is insoluble by us; and I for one must be content to remain an agnostic”

“I cannot persuade myself that a beneficent and omnipotent God would have designedly created parasitic wasps with the express intention of their feeding within the living bodies of Caterpillars.”

“What a book a devil's chaplain might write on the clumsy, wasteful, blundering, low, and horribly cruel work of nature!”

“The universe we observe has precisely the properties we should expect if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil, no good, nothing but blind, pitiless indifference”

How do we handle such a religious challenge?   Do we reject this view completely, and retreat into our stronghold of unchanging faith, pulling up the drawbridge and pulling down the shutters?   Do we shut out any scientific understanding of life, and rely only on the Bible?


Even for people without religious faith, a solely scientific world-view is challenging.  It offers a stark vision of reality: seemingly meaningless, purposeless, random and harsh.   We are left with existential despair, a vast universe with no end and no reason.   


This was not easy for Darwin or others at his time.   We hear this from an article by Nicolas Wade in the Science Times this week:  


“Darwin had the intellectual toughness to stick with the deeply discomfiting consequences of his theory that natural selection has no goal or purpose.   Alfred Wallace, who independently thought of natural selection, later lost faith in the power of the idea and turned to spiritualism to explain the human mind.  Darwin had the courage to face the implications of what he had done, but poor Wallace couldn’t bear it.”  (NYT 2/10/09)


As a religious person, one of the greatest challenges for me is to square my religious beliefs with what I believe to be true in science, in psychology, in history, in common sense.    To me this is part of what is fascinating about religious faith, wrestling with ancient wisdom and how it still applies today – or not – but always seeking a deeper, more profound truth that underlies it all.   Religion, to my mind is like peeling a great onion, taking off layer after layer of delusion and superficiality, until finally we can get to the core, the essential truth.  And this truth most often applies across the board – in science, in faith, in personal life.  


What this means is a continuous evolution of thought, a constant adjustment of belief, so that I can incorporate new insights and new realizations into the structure of faith.    In the UCC we have the saying, “God is still speaking,” meaning that God is still offering us new insights, new revelations, new calls to ministry in each generation.  We also say that we have “one foot in piety and the other in society,” or “one hand on the bible and the other on the NY Times.”  Being open to new ideas means being constantly confronted with challenges to faith and vision.   Yet this is our call as religious people: to claim the truths and power of our faith in each generation.   

In the Jewish Passover, done in homes over a meal during the season of Passover, there is the reading of the Haggadah, the re-telling of the great story of the Exodus from Egypt and God’ action to bring the people of Israel from slavery to freedom.  And in this retelling of the story is the statement that it was not only the people back then – 3000 years ago – who went through this, but the people in the room, around the table were also brought out of slavery by the grace and power of God.   The great drama and power of our faith is reclaimed and relived in each generation; God is bringing us now from bondage and oppression into freedom and toward the Promised Land.    So each of us are being brought into contact with the mysteries and power of faith, and must wrestle with its truths.


What is fascinating is that Darwin himself went through a crisis of meaning – not only in relation to the “Origin of the Species,” but in terms of the issue of slavery – the great moral dilemma of his time.    Darwin’s faith, rooted in his vision of the ‘brotherhood of humanity’ was that slavery was a terrible 

Darwin, ironically, shared that passion with abolitionist Christians, with both declaring the brotherhood and essential equality of all humans, regardless of race. While Christians found their justification in the Bible – all humans as the children of one God – Darwin sought evidence in nature, gleaning it from years of collected data in the field and piecing together the meaning, a process that persuaded him that humans were indeed a single species derived from a common ancestor.

Those ideas were not universally held in the mid-19th century, either among Christians or scholars. Darwin’s scientific contemporaries were proposing that mankind was made up of from two to 63 distinctly different species: Louis Agassiz at Harvard University, one of the most respected scientists of the day, thought there were eight.   Such conclusions led some to the belief that human rights didn’t extend to Africans, who could be treated as lesser beings.

“Destitute of morality, incapable of civilization, black people were hardly above the ape themselves,” was a common planter attitude in the US South and Latin America, the authors say.

A compassionate upbringing During Darwin’s boyhood, his devoutly religious older sisters “taught him respect for life and sympathy for God’s creatures,” Desmond and Moore write.  

“Compassion and anti-cruelty were paramount in the family,” the authors write. Darwin “devoured” antislavery pamphlets and expressed great admiration for the American abolitionist agitator William Lloyd Garrison.

The great naturalist later saw the slave trade firsthand in his years of travel. He probably met more dark-skinned people in places such as South America and Cape Verde than had almost anyone he knew back home in England.

“I was told before leaving England, that after living in Slave countries all my opinions would be altered,” Darwin wrote.   In Brazil, Darwin was deeply affected after hearing the screams of a slave being tortured on the other side of a wall and realizing with anger and frustration that he had neither the ability, nor legal standing, to interfere. After that, the sound of any distant scream “would always bring back memories of that tortured slave,” the authors say.  Particularly poignant was a scream overheard when he was canoeing through the ‘putrid exhalations’ of mangrove swamps in the Brazilian interior.  “To this day,” Darwin later wrote in his journal, “if I hear a distant scream, it recalls with painful vividness my feelings, when passing a house near Pernambuco, I heard the most pitiable moans, and could not but suspect that some poor slave was being tortured, yet knew that I was as powerless as a child even to remonstrate.”  


This is not true of all religious traditions.  Many would claim that no, there is no evolution in faith, but only a preservation of the truths of faith.   We must believe without doubt or question the creeds and dogmas of our faith, and hold onto to them with all of our might.   I have a relative who is a member of a conservative Christian sect and he explained to me that his pastor does not believe in speaking or believing in anything that lies outside of the bible.  If it is not addressed in scripture, then it cannot be held; so there is no way to extrapolate about what Jesus might have said or done say, about nuclear weapons or racism or stem cell research.   The book is closed.  But in that case, you might as well go back and live as Jesus did 2000 years ago.  If nothing can change and no new understandings can occur, why not live in huts in the forest? And without using modern tools of interpreting scripture through historical analysis, then it is difficult to really know what the issues were in Jesus’ day.



In religion we also can tend to allow our own mind-sets or rigid world-views dictate what we choose to believe and what we reject.   We end up believing what feels good or what we want to believe.  Yet, religion, like science, is meant to be a search for ultimate truth.  It is a moving toward wisdom.  Part of that is facing things as they are – and seeking meaning and purpose in the midst of that.  It is not about putting on rose-colored glasses or 


In our movies and television shows we are used to ‘feel-good endings’ to shows, in which the hero defeats the bad guy – or gal – and all is right again with the world.   We are used to simple formulas and happy endings.   Our religion can be fed to us in the same way.  But life is not all about happy endings and pat answers.  


After the death of his wife, the writer C.S. Lewis was told by someone at the funeral: “You religious faith must be a great consolation and comfort to you now.”   He replied testily, “I don’t want comfort in my religion; I want truth.”  


In religion we also can tend to allow our own mind-sets or rigid world-views dictate what we choose to believe and what we reject.   We end up believing what feels good or what we want to believe.  Yet, religion, like science, is meant to be a search for ultimate truth.  It is a moving toward wisdom.  Part of that is facing things as they are – and seeking meaning and purpose in the midst of that.  It is not about putting on rose-colored glasses or 


In our movies and television shows we are used to ‘feel-good endings’ to shows, in which the hero defeats the bad guy – or gal – and all is right again with the world.   We are used to simple formulas and happy endings.   Our religion can be fed to us in the same way.  But life is not all about happy endings and pat answers.  


After the death of his wife, the writer C.S. Lewis was told by someone at the funeral: “You religious faith must be a great consolation and comfort to you now.”   He replied testily, “I don’t want comfort in my religion; I want truth.”  


The writer of the Book of Ecclesiastes is often criticized for being too blunt in his faith; not providing feel-good answers to issues of faith and meaning.  He wonders about God’s justice, when he sees the wicked enjoying long life and ease, while the good suffer and are punished.  He wonders about the ‘vanity’ or uselessness of so much, when all of us – animals and humans – all die in the same way.   How can there be goodness in creation when there seems to be so much meaninglessness and sorrow in the world.   This literature is often called the “wisdom tradition” in the bible, a tradition that seeks to balance faith with the realities and complexities and mysteries of this world.

Eccl. 1:1 The words of the Teacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 

2 
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 



vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 

3 
What do people gain from all the toil 



at which they toil under the sun? 

4 
A generation goes, and a generation comes, 



but the earth remains forever. 

5 
The sun rises and the sun goes down, 



and hurries to the place where it rises. 

6 
The wind blows to the south, 



and goes around to the north; 


round and round goes the wind, 



and on its circuits the wind returns. 

7 
All streams run to the sea, 



but the sea is not full; 


to the place where the streams flow, 



there they continue to flow. 

8 
All things are wearisome; 



more than one can express;

Yet wisdom is one of the goals of our faith – a searching for a deeper truth.  Mystery is also part of our faith, realizing that this universe is complex and hidden and vaster than all of our imaginings.   The challenge is to seek to merge truth and meaning, purpose and reality; to look into the heart of God.  

Teillard de Chardin was a Jesuit, a Catholic priest, and also a scientist, and archeologist and anthropologist, who travelled the world doing digs in many countries.  He wrote extensively about his faith, balancing his understandings of evolutionary theory and biology, with his deep faith in the power of God and of love.  Here are some quotes that give a hint into his faith and his belief in the power of love:

“Someday, after mastering the winds, the waves, the tides and gravity, we shall harness for God the energies of love, and then, for a second time in the history of the world, man will have discovered fire.”   

“Love alone is capable of uniting living beings in such a way as to complete and fulfill them, for it alone takes them and joins them by what is deepest in themselves.”

“Love is a sacred reserve of energy; it is like the blood of spiritual evolution”

His vision was of a God of faith and love who is also the Source and Creator of all, of evolution, of the mysteries of this universe, beyond our knowledge and control.   

Ms. Tippett: Mary Doria Russell is a retired paleoanthropologist and the author of four novels, including The Sparrow and Children of God.   And here is a reading from The Sparrow, a science-fiction novel set in outer space.  A Jesuit scientist, Marc Robichaux, delivers a homily at the gravesite of the first member of the Earth mission to Rakhat to die there, suddenly and inexplicably.

Reader: "'The voyage was not without reward for Alan,' Marc said. 'But we are left with Anne's question. Why would God bring him all this way only to die now?' He paused and looked at Sofia before continuing. 'The Jewish sages tell us that the whole of the Torah, the entirety of the first five books of the Bible, is the name of God. With such a name, they ask, how much more is God? The fathers of the church tell us that God is mystery and unknowable. God himself in Scripture tells us, "My ways are not your ways and my thoughts are not your thoughts."'

"The noise of the forest was quieting now. Siesta was the rule in the heat of midday, when three suns' aggregate light drove many animals to shelter. They were all, priests and lay, tired and hot, and wanted Marc to finish. But Marc waited until Anne lifted her eyes to his. 'It is the human condition to ask questions like Anne's last night and to receive no plain answers,' he said. 'Perhaps this is because we can't understand the answers, because we are incapable of knowing God's ways and God's thoughts. We are, after all, only very clever tailless primates, doing the best we can, but limited. Perhaps we must all own up to being agnostic, unable to know the unknowable.'

"Marc continued, 'The Jewish sages also tell us that God dances when his children defeat him in argument, when they stand on their feet and use their minds. So questions like Anne's are worth asking. To ask them is a very fine kind of animal behavior. If we keep demanding that God yield up his answers, perhaps some day we will understand them. And then we will be something more than clever apes, and we shall dance with God.'"

From Mary Doria Russell's The Sparrow.

“The mystery of the beginning of all things is insoluble by us; and I for one must be content to remain an agnostic”

Darwin

“I cannot persuade myself that a beneficent and omnipotent God would have designedly created parasitic wasps with the express intention of their feeding within the living bodies of Caterpillars.”

“What a book a devil's chaplain might write on the clumsy, wasteful, blundering, low, and horribly cruel work of nature!”

“The universe we observe has precisely the properties we should expect if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil, no good, nothing but blind, pitiless indifference”

For Jesus to reach out to touch a leper represented a major evolution in thinking.  For Jesus to touch a leper was to break several major purity codes from the scriptures; a rabbi, and anyone else for that matter, was strictly prohibited from getting near, much less touching, a leper.   There are many laws against this. “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:  2 Command the Israelites to put out of the camp everyone who is leprous.”  (Num. 5:1 ) “It is a leprous disease; after the priest has examined him he shall pronounce him ceremonially unclean.”  (Lev 13:3)
Why would Jesus do this?   Because he was ‘moved with pity.’  His heart told him that this was a person, like himself, who was suffering, and Jesus wanted him to be healed and ‘made clean.’   You see, this man was seen, not only as sick, but as ‘unclean,’ as religiously polluted, an ‘untouchable,’ someone who would infect another with ritual impurity. (I think this is what was behind the old segregation laws in our country, with drinking fountains for white and for coloreds.)  It had little to do with science, but much more to do with purity and taboo.

Nowadays, of course, we call leprosy ‘Hansen’s disease’ and treat it with antibiotics and other treatments.  We don’t have leper colonies or laws of quarantine.   But we still have fears and taboos and prejudices – often subconscious – about who is ‘clean’ and who is ‘unclean.’

But see how Jesus moved his religion forward.   See how he pushed his faith to evolve to be more concerned about compassion and kindness, and less concerned about ritual laws and prohibitions.   This I would call healthy evolution.

Evolution – change – progress – is never simple or without cost.   Look what his society did to Jesus.   


Last Thursday was the 200th anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin, who wrote the groundbreaking book: The Origin of the Species.   He was born within hours of Abraham Lincoln, though separated by oceans, and social class.   

Charles Darwin was planning to hold off publication of most of his major ideas about natural selection and other writings about his theory of evolution until after his death.   Why would he do this?   He did this because many of his colleagues who had published articles pointing in the direction of evolution, and questioning a biblical timetable of creation, were attacked and humiliated.   He wrote a letter friends, and in an aside said that it was as if he had committed a murder – to speak of such things….

“Someday, after mastering the winds, the waves, the tides and gravity, we shall harness for God the energies of love, and then, for a second time in the history of the world, man will have discovered fire.”   Teillard de Chardin

“Love alone is capable of uniting living beings in such a way as to complete and fulfill them, for it alone takes them and joins them by what is deepest in themselves

“Love is a sacred reserve of energy; it is like the blood of spiritual evolution”

“Driven by the forces of love, the fragments of the world seek each other so that the world may come to being”

In the middle of his life, Darwin wrote a fuller version of his theory of evolution by natural selection. Yet he didn't publish it for decades—why?  There are several reasons. Darwin's theory was still incomplete; he wanted to think more, gather more evidence. Other writers, with other evolutionary schemes, were being ridiculed, and Darwin was determined to avoid that fate. His own ill health and family tragedy interfered with work. Imagining the reaction of the public and the established church filled him with dread.  Yet gradually, over a decade or so, Darwin began letting a few trusted friends in on the secret. It was "like confessing a murder," he wrote. But private confession was one thing; telling the world, quite another. Darwin intended to work at his own pace, until his theory was solid enough to satisfy his severest critic—himself.

Darwin – and how he moved science and our understanding of the world forward.   


Yet he did this in the face of great opposition and mistrust.   One of the great hindrances to science accepting many of his theories, even today, is a mind-set or world-view that runs counter to his thinking.   


At the beginning, another scientist had come up with the idea of natural selection in evolution, and yet he couldn’t accept that sense that evolution didn’t seem to be for any apparent reason or purpose.  He ended up becoming a spiritualist. 


For decades scientists dismissed Darwin’s idea of group evolution, and even that morality and group identity can be related to evolution and natural selection.   This has been changing just in the last 20 years or so, with many scientists realizing that Darwin had it right.


In religion we also can tend to allow our own mind-sets or rigid world-views dictate what we choose to believe and what we reject.   We end up believing what feels good or what we want to believe.  Yet, religion, like science, is meant to be a search for ultimate truth.  It is a moving toward wisdom.  Part of that is facing things as they are – and seeking meaning and purpose in the midst of that.  It is not about putting on rose-colored glasses or 


In our movies and television shows we are used to ‘feel-good endings’ to shows, in which the hero defeats the bad guy – or gal – and all is right again with the world.   We are used to simple formulas and happy endings.   Our religion can be fed to us in the same way.  But life is not all about happy endings and pat answers.  


After the death of his wife, the writer C.S. Lewis was told by someone at the funeral: “You religious faith must be a great consolation and comfort to you now.”   He replied testily, “I don’t want comfort in my religion; I want truth.”  


The writer of the Book of Ecclesiastes is often criticized for being too blunt in his faith; not providing feel-good answers to issues of faith and meaning.  He wonders about God’s justice, when he sees the wicked enjoying long life and ease, while the good suffer and are punished.  He wonders about the ‘vanity’ or uselessness of so much, when all of us – animals and humans – all die in the same way.   How can there be goodness in creation when there seems to be so much meaninglessness and sorrow in the world.   This literature is often called the “wisdom tradition” in the bible, a tradition that seeks to balance faith with the realities and complexities and mysteries of this world.
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round and round goes the wind, 



and on its circuits the wind returns. 

7 
All streams run to the sea, 



but the sea is not full; 


to the place where the streams flow, 
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All things are wearisome; 



more than one can express;

Yet wisdom is one of the goals of our faith – a searching for a deeper truth.  Mystery is also part of our faith, realizing that this universe is complex and hidden and vaster than all of our imaginings.   

How our faith is mean

Darwin scholars Adrian Desmond and James Moore seek to humanize the father of evolutionary theory. His drive to uncover a single common ancestor for humans, they say, was prompted squarely by his opposition to the great social evil of his day: slavery.

Darwin, ironically, shared that passion with abolitionist Christians, with both declaring the brotherhood and essential equality of all humans, regardless of race. While Christians found their justification in the Bible – all humans as the children of one God – Darwin sought evidence in nature, gleaning it from years of collected data in the field and piecing together the meaning, a process that persuaded him that humans were indeed a single species derived from a common ancestor.

Those ideas were not universally held in the mid-19th century, either among Christians or scholars. Darwin’s scientific contemporaries were proposing that mankind was made up of from two to 63 distinctly different species: Louis Agassiz at Harvard University, one of the most respected scientists of the day, thought there were eight.   Such conclusions led some to the belief that human rights didn’t extend to Africans, who could be treated as lesser beings.

“Destitute of morality, incapable of civilization, black people were hardly above the ape themselves,” was a common planter attitude in the US South and Latin America, the authors say.

A compassionate upbringing During Darwin’s boyhood, his devoutly religious older sisters “taught him respect for life and sympathy for God’s creatures,” Desmond and Moore write. He learned to dip worms to be used as fish bait in brine, a humane killing that would spare them suffering on the hook.

“Compassion and anti-cruelty were paramount in the family,” the authors write. Darwin “devoured” antislavery pamphlets and expressed great admiration for the American abolitionist agitator William Lloyd Garrison.

The great naturalist later saw the slave trade firsthand in his years of travel. He probably met more dark-skinned people in places such as South America and Cape Verde than had almost anyone he knew back home in England.

“I was told before leaving England, that after living in Slave countries all my opinions would be altered,” Darwin wrote.

“[T]he only alteration I am aware of is forming a much higher estimate of the Negros [sic] character, – it is impossible to see a negro & not feel kindly towards him….”

In Brazil, Darwin was deeply affected after hearing the screams of a slave being tortured on the other side of a wall and realizing with anger and frustration that he had neither the ability, nor legal standing, to interfere. After that, the sound of any distant scream “would always bring back memories of that tortured slave,” the authors say.  Particularly poignant was a scream overheard when he was canoeing through the ‘putrid exhalations’ of mangrove swamps in the Brazilian interior.  “To this day,” Darwin later wrote in his journal, “if I hear a distant scream, it recalls with painful vividness my feelings, when passing a house near Pernambuco, I heard the most pitiable moans, and could not but suspect that some poor slave was being tortured, yet knew that I was as powerless as a child even to remonstrate.”  

During his courtship of his future wife, Emma, he called her “the most interesting specimen in the whole series of vertebrate animals.”

This idea of the “brotherhood” of humans underpins Darwin’s work, write Desmond and Moore. “It was there in his first musings on evolution in 1837.” It was the “moral fire that fueled his strange, out-of-character obsession with human origins.”

(10:43) Earth as 6,000 Years Old  In the 17th century, two men are credited with coming up with a chronology of the Earth based on the Bible: James Ussher (1581–1656), Archbishop of Armagh (now Northern Ireland), and John Lightfoot, an Anglican clergyman and Hebrew scholar at Cambridge University. In Ussher's 1650 work, Annales veteris testamenti, a prima mundi origine deducti (Annals of the Old Testament, deduced from the first origins of the world), he traced the genealogies in the Bible and calculated that the Earth was created on October 23, 4004 BC at 9 p.m. Whereas, Lightfoot calculated that it occurred sometime around the autumnal equinox in 3929 BC. Ussher also estimated that Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden on Monday, November 10, 4004 BC.   By Darwin's time, a majority of scientists no longer believed that the planet was only 6,000 years old but thought the date of creation was millions of years earlier. In a February 27, 1837 letter while in Cambridge after his return from the voyage on the HMS Beagle, Darwin wrote to his cousin Caroline:

You tell me you do not see what is new in Sir J. Herschell's idea about the chronology of the old Testament being wrong.— I have used the word Chronology in dubious manner, it is not to the days of Creation which he refers, but to the lapse of years since the first man made his wonderful appearance on this world— As far as I know everyone has yet thought that the six thousand odd years has been the right period but Sir J. thinks that a far greater number must have passed since the Chinese, the [space left in copy], the Caucasian languages separated from one stock. … 

Yours affectionly, 

C. Darwin

(48:43) Reading from the Origin of Species  The final passage is excerpted from the conclusion of Charles Darwin's Origin on Species  The following passage is taken from the concluding chapter of the Origin of Species:

It is interesting to contemplate an entangled bank, clothed with many plants of many kinds, with birds singing on the bushes, with various insects flitting about, and with worms crawling through the damp earth, and to reflect that these elaborately constructed forms, so different from each other, and dependent on each other in so complex a manner, have all been produced by laws acting around us. These laws, taken in the largest sense, being Growth with Reproduction; inheritance which is almost implied by reproduction; Variability from the indirect and direct action of the external conditions of life, and from use and disuse; a Ratio of Increase so high as to lead to a Struggle for Life, and as a consequence to Natural Selection, entailing Divergence of Character and the Extinction of less-improved forms. Thus, from the war of nature, from famine and death, the most exalted object, which we are capable of conceiving, namely, the production of the higher animals, directly follows. There is grandeur in this view of life, with its several powers, having been originally breathed into a few forms or into one; and that, whilst this planet has gone cycling on according to the fixed law of gravity, from so simple a beginning endless forms most beautiful and most wonderful have been, and are being, evolved.”

Mark 1:40 A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to him, “If you choose, you can make me clean.”  41 Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him, “I do choose. Be made clean!”  42 Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean.  43 After sternly warning him he sent him away at once,  44 saying to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”  45 But he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so that Jesus could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed out in the country; and people came to him from every quarter.

“Growing old is like being increasingly penalized for a crime you haven't committed.”

Chardin

