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The Rev. Erin Gilmore, pastor of Holladay United Church of Christ, will give a sermon Sunday on a topic most don't expect to hear about in church: evolution. 

She is one of five religious leaders in Utah to take part in Evolution Weekend 2009 and to sign The Clergy Letter, which has collected the signatures of nearly 12,000 Christian clergymen and women who contend evolution is sound science and poses no threat to their faith. 

An additional 438 Jewish rabbis have signed a similar online letter as part of project begun by Michael Zimmerman, dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Butler University in Indianapolis. 

Gilmore majored in math and likely would have been a mathematician or scientist if she had not entered the clergy. She says evolution often gets a "bad rap." 

The broader public figures that all Christians reject evolution when that is really a minority view held by some fundamentalists, she says. 

"I turn to science and I turn to Scripture and my faith for different questions," Gilmore says. "I think of science for the what [questions]. ... For me, the religion questions are about why. Why am I here?" 

On Sunday, Gilmore says, she will likely do an interactive sermon, holding up her hand and describing it as a scientist would. Then she will put her arm around one of her worshippers. 

"I'll ask what does science tell me about compassion. The body also has spirit, and spirit reaches out and touches other spirit." 

After the worship service, Gilmore says her congregation will have a discussion and watch a video about the life of Charles Darwin. 

At the Episcopal Church of the Resurrection in Centerville, one of the other Utah churches observing Evolution Weekend, pastor Ruth Eller sermonized last weekend about evolution and the congregation discussed the topic afterward. 

The other three churches participating are All Saints Episcopal Church in Salt Lake City, Christ United Methodist Church in Salt Lake City and Utah Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Springville. 

More information about The Clergy Letter is available at http://www.butler.edu/clergyproject/rel_evolution_weekend_2009.htm 

Text of the clergy letter from American Christian clergy 
An Open Letter Concerning Religion and Science: 
Within the community of Christian believers there are areas of dispute and disagreement, including the proper way to interpret Holy Scripture. While virtually all Christians take the Bible seriously and hold it to be authoritative in matters of faith and practice, the overwhelming majority do not read the Bible literally, as they would a science textbook. Many of the beloved stories found in the Bible -- the Creation, Adam and Eve, Noah and the ark -- convey timeless truths about God, human beings, and the proper relationship between Creator and creation expressed in the only form capable of transmitting these truths from generation to generation. Religious truth is of a different order from scientific truth. Its purpose is not to convey scientific information but to transform hearts. 

We the undersigned, Christian clergy from many different traditions, believe that the timeless truths of the Bible and the discoveries of modern science may comfortably coexist. We believe that the theory of evolution is a foundational scientific truth, one that has stood up to rigorous scrutiny and upon which much of human knowledge and achievement rests. To reject this truth or to treat it as "one theory among others" is to deliberately embrace scientific ignorance and transmit such ignorance to our children. We believe that among God's good gifts are human minds capable of critical thought and that the failure to fully employ this gift is a rejection of the will of our Creator. To argue that God's loving plan of salvation for humanity precludes the full employment of the God-given faculty of reason is to attempt to limit God, an act of hubris. We urge school board members to preserve the integrity of the science curriculum by affirming the teaching of the theory of evolution as a core component of human knowledge. We ask that science remain science and that religion remain religion, two very different, but complementary, forms of truth.

