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Churches to mark Evolution Sunday

Thursday, February 8

WILLIAMSTOWN — At the 10 o'clock service on Feb. 11, the First United Methodist Church will join two other Williamstown churches, and over 500 churches around the country, in observing the second annual Evolution Sunday. 

"For far too long, strident voices, in the name of Christianity, have been claiming that people must choose between religion and modern science," said Michael Zimmerman, founder of Evolution Sunday and dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Butler University in Indianapolis. "People do not have to choose. You can have your faith. You can have religion. And you can also have science." 

Evolution Sunday is an offshoot of the Clergy Letter Project. The letter has been signed by more than 10,500 Christian clergy persons who agree that "the theory of evolution is a foundational scientific truth, one that has stood up to rigorous scrutiny and upon which much of human knowledge and achievement rests. To reject this truth or to read it as 'one theory among others' is to deliberately embrace scientific ignorance and transmit such ignorance to our children." 

Participating religious leaders will be making the statement that religion and science are not adversaries. In Williamstown, the Rev. Pat MacHugh will address the issue in her sermon "Smoke and Mirrors — A Walk Through Time." 

The service will also, in its choice of anthem music, remind everyone of the fact that February is Black History Month. The adult choir will offer an arrangement by H.T. Burleigh of the spiritual "Steal Away." 

On Feb. 18, the children's choir will sing two black spirituals, and the adult choir will sing a moving rendition of "Precious Lord, Take My Hand." 

On the last Sunday in February, the Williams College gospel choir will visit and be an integral part of the worship service. 

The United Methodist Church is located at the corner of Main and Water Streets and is handicapped accessible. Everyone is welcome, and child care is provided. 

