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Members of Gathered by Christ Episcopal hold conversation on relationship between evolution, faith
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The Rev. Anjel Scarborough talks about how the 
	theory of evolution and the church relate during the Evolution Sunday service held at Gathered by Christ Episcopal Church near Buckeystown on Sunday. Staff photo by
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	ADAMSTOWN -- Can science and religion coexist? 

Several members of one local church say they can. 

The Rev. Anjel Scarborough, rector of Gathered by Christ Episcopal Church, preached Sunday morning that evolution and faith can live comfortably together. 

However, that means sacrificing literal interpretations of the Bible, she told about 20 people who attended the service. 

The first Sunday of Lent, Scarborough said, coincides this year with the day Episcopalians read the biblical account of Earth's creation. 

Sunday's service offered not only a chance to read verses from the second and third chapters of Genesis, but also an opportunity to observe Evolution Sunday, Scarborough said. 

Wisconsin ministers organized the Clergy Letter Project in 2004 to support teaching of evolution. In 2006, they established Evolution Sunday to encourage congregations to discuss the relationship between religion and science. 

The first Evolution Sunday fell on the 197th anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin, according to the group's website. 

Scarborough, who was ordained Feb. 2, began her sermon Sunday by comparing Hans Christian Andersen's "The Emperor's New Clothes" with the account in Genesis of Adam and Eve clothing themselves with fig leaves. 

"They are both fundamentally about knowledge and how it is revealed," she said. "No pun intended." 

Referring to a statement made by one of her clergy colleagues, Scarborough said faith and science are like two sides of the same coin. 

"You need both," she said. "It is not a case of choosing one over the other, but allowing both disciplines to address the mysteries of life from their respective perspectives." 

Faith asks questions of meaning while science answers questions of mechanics, Scarborough said. 

"Science is designed to answer 'How?' 'How did we get here?' 'How do things work?' 'How can we solve a problem?'" she said. "Faith, on the other hand, answers the question 'Why?' 'Why are we here?' 'Why do bad things happen?'" 

Scarborough concluded by referring back to the story of the emperor's new clothes -- the cloth a tailor convinced the emperor to wear was invisible and, in fact, never existed. 

"We would be better clothed by integrating (science) into our faith and expanding our understanding of truth to be something richer than just reporting the facts," Scarborough said, rather than be "hoodwinked" like the emperor and accept intelligent design as another scientific theory. 

"Science tells me the how of evolution and my faith tells me why God did it." 

Several members of the 10-year-old congregation said the explanation of science and religion reinforced their beliefs. 

Walkersville residents Clara and Ray Dinterman have been members for almost five years. 

Clara said she had not thought about science and religion in such a light until recently. 

"You're constantly learning about the primordial soup," she said. "I think it is very important to bring out both sides of the coins." 


