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Five years ago, my family lived in a school district where a few were insisting that intelligent design be taught in public school science classes.  They feared that learning about evolution would endanger their children’s faith.  As they saw it, if the seven-day creation part of the Bible was not historically accurate, the foundation of all their faith was threatened.  


Absolutely, I want all to be free to find their own beliefs.  However, it is sad that some believe that using our God-given intelligence is a sin.  Our society depends upon educated researchers understanding how germs evolve in order to find new cures.  Why is it that senior citizens are less likely to catch the H1N1 flu?  Why did it take so long to produce that vaccine?  All biology stands upon the shoulders of bold theorists such as Gregor Mendel and Charles Darwin.  Science keeps asking and learning about the hows, but evolution is a fact, obvious in fossils and your doctor’s waiting room.  To understand how we are similar to laboratory creatures, why some women have difficult births, or how grain can be developed to feed more of the world’s hungry, we incorporate the fact of evolution into our thinking.  To keep up with rapid changes in the world and make good decisions in health care or the voting booth, all the children of God must use all our gifts.  


Frankly, I do fear for the faith of youngsters taught that they may not use scientific knowledge.  When they later encounter contrary facts and clear thinking, will they abandon a faith they only know to be hopelessly removed from reality?  In the United Church of Christ, we say that our faith is 2,000 years old, our thinking is not.  We have no creed to impose on others.  We know that freedom in faith allows us to ask questions, to grow and to respond to the world around us and the Spirit within.  We take pride in an educated clergy and the great social contributions our faithful make with their hearts and their minds.

The Bible is a light to our path, not an idol to worship.  There, we can learn about tricksters, slaves, fathers and sons, husbands and wives.  We can read about murder, betrayal, justice, mercy and everlasting love.  Through stories with origins older than the Hebrews, we hear that just one God created our world and us.  That God is powerful, patient, faithful and loving.  How blessed we are to understand as well as believe. 

In Micah 6, we learn that God does not want meaningless worship and sacrifice.  God wants justice and kindness and wants us to walk with God in humility.  What a big challenge.  Clearly, we have our work cut out for us, and we need to work together.  In our church, you will find people of varied beliefs united in mission, God’s work in the world.   Valentine’s Day brings Evolution Weekend to houses of worship across the country.  No need to check your brains at the door.  Bring your big questions as we learn together.  All are welcome. 

Children are hungry.  Injustice abounds.  The world is at war.  We have much work to do, together, with all our hearts and all our minds.  Claridon Congregational United Church of Christ worships each Sunday at 10 AM, 13942 Mayfield Rd at Claridon-Troy www.claridonucc.org 440-635-1467
