-- Press Release --

The Clergy Letter Project Announces 
Fifth Annual

Evolution Weekend

12-14 February 2010
YOUR CONGRATION HERE will join with 

More than 850 Congregations from 12 Countries and Discuss the Compatibility of Religion and Science

Local Contact:  Your name here



  Your congregation here



  Your phone number here



  Your e-mail address here

National Contact:  Dr. Michael Zimmerman, Founder


    The Clergy Letter Project


    317.964.3188

    mz@butler.edu
Web address:  www.evolutionweekend.org 

       

          YOUR CONGREGATION will be one of more than 850 congregations from across the country and around the world to participate in Evolution Weekend, Feb. 12-14, a period designed to recognize that religion and science, two fields of critical importance to humans, should be seen as complementary rather than confrontational.


The fifth annual Evolution Weekend event is particularly timely this year since we are entering the third century since the birth of Charles Darwin and the 151th anniversary of the publication of his book, On the Origin of Species.  

Twelve countries on five continents as well as all 50 states will be represented. A list of participants can be found at www.evolutionweekend.org.  More than 870 scientists on six continents, representing 29 countries, have signed on as consultants.
During Evolution Weekend, YOUR CONGREGATION OR YOUR NAME will ACTIVITY TO BE UNDERTAKEN.
INSERT A QUOTE ABOUT YOUR ACTIVITY OR YOUR THOUGHTS HERE IF YOU WISH – IF NOT DELETE THIS PARAGRAPH.

Michael Zimmerman, founder of Evolution Weekend and Professor of Biology at Butler University in Indianapolis, praised the participants.

“Religious leaders around the world are coming together to elevate the quality of the discussion about this important topic.  They are demonstrating to their congregations that people can accept all that modern science has learned while retaining their faith,” said Zimmerman.  “They are also demonstrating that those who are promoting their narrow religious views as the norm, are not speaking for most of the world’s religious community.  Evolution Weekend shows that the disagreement is actually not between religious leaders and scientists, but rather between those who believe that their particular religious views should be incorporated into the science curriculum and clergy who recognize and respect the diversity of different faith traditions.”
            Evolution Weekend is sponsored by The Clergy Letter Project, which Zimmerman started in 2004.   The Christian Clergy Letter has been signed by more than 12,400 Christian clergypersons in the United States who agree that “religious truth is of a different order from scientific truth. Its purpose is not to convey scientific information but to transform hearts.”  Companion Letters by Rabbis (with more than 460 signatures) and Unitarian Universalists (with more than 200 signatures) have recently begun circulating as well.
The letters urge school board members to preserve the integrity of the science curriculum by affirming the teaching of the theory of evolution as a core component of human knowledge. It asks “that science remain science and that religion remain religion, two very different, but complementary, forms of truth.”

            “With clergy members and scientists banding together to proclaim that their two fields have much to teach us about the world and the people in it, with the two groups demonstrating that they can work collaboratively, there is now hope that we can put the divisiveness that has been the hallmark of this struggle behind us,” said Zimmerman. “We can look to a future in which it is no longer controversial to teach our children the best science has to offer. We can create a future in which experts in different fields respect one another and the ideas each has to offer.”

