-- Press Release --

The Clergy Letter Project Announces 
Eighth Annual

Evolution Weekend

8-10 February 2013
YOUR CONGRATION HERE will join with 

More than 580 Congregations from 13 Countries to Discuss the Compatibility of Religion and Science

Local Contact:  Your name here



  Your congregation here



  Your phone number here



  Your e-mail address here

National Contact:  Dr. Michael Zimmerman, Founder/Executive Director

    The Clergy Letter Project


    317.964.3188

    mz@theclergyletterproject.org
Web address:  www.evolutionweekend.org 

       

          YOUR CONGREGATION will be one of more than 580 congregations from across the country and around the world to participate in Evolution Weekend, Feb. 8-10, a period designed to recognize that religion and science, two fields of critical importance to humans, should be seen as complementary rather than confrontational.

Religious people from many diverse faith traditions and locations around the world understand that evolution is quite simply sound science; and for them, it does not in any way threaten, demean, or diminish their faith in God. In fact, for many, the wonders of science often enhance and deepen their awe and gratitude towards God. 


Indeed, this year Evolution Weekend participants include representatives from a broad array of faith traditions including but not limited to Anglicans, Baptists, Buddhists, Mennonites, Muslims, Quakers, Roman Catholics, and Unitarian Universalists, as well as members of the Church of Sweden, the Ecumenical Catholic Communion, the Episcopal Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, the Metropolitan Community Church, the Presbyterian Church USA, Reform Judaism, the Religious Science Community, the United Church of Christ, the United Methodist Church, the United Reformed Church, the Uniting Church, and the Unity Church.  
Because of the importance that so many religious leaders, like their scientific colleagues, place on evolution, many participants in Evolution Weekend 2013 have opted to discuss the role evolution plays in the modern world. One important facet of Evolution Weekend 2013, therefore, is to explore how the promotion of "alternative views" to evolution is directly at odds with the religious teachings of participants and to examine the negative consequences such a perspective has on society broadly.

A list of participants can be found at www.evolutionweekend.org.  Evolution Weekend is sponsored by The Clergy Letter Project whose members include more than 13,800 members of the clergy in the United States who have signed letters urging school boards to teach evolution rather than creationism in public school science classrooms and laboratories.  More than 1,000 scientists on six continents, representing 31 countries, have signed on as consultants.
During Evolution Weekend, YOUR CONGREGATION OR YOUR NAME will ACTIVITY TO BE UNDERTAKEN.
INSERT A QUOTE ABOUT YOUR ACTIVITY OR YOUR THOUGHTS HERE IF YOU WISH – IF NOT DELETE THIS PARAGRAPH.

Michael Zimmerman, founder and executive director of Evolution Weekend and Vice President for Academic Affairs at The Evergreen State College, noted that “with Evolution Weekend becoming institutionalized in so many diverse congregations, there should be no doubt that mainstream religious leaders are fully comfortable promoting all facets of modern science as well as their faith.”  He went on to point out that “despite seemingly endless legislative initiatives to introduce creationism into the public schools of various states, religious leaders and scientist continue to work together to demonstrate that such activities demean religion while doing irreparable harm to science.”
            Zimmerman added that “promoting creationism in any of its guises, from ‘creation science’ to intelligent design, privileges one religion over all others and is, as federal courts have repeatedly ruled, against the First Amendment to the US Constitution.  Members of The Clergy Letter Project show us a way to move forward, to respect the deeply held religious of neighbors while honoring our own traditions and promoting the best knowledge science has to offer.”
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