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Just as citizens in a democracy have a say in politics, they also have a say in which movements in the area of liberal arts gain popularity and thrive. Their purchases of music records, books, and movie tickets can be seen as votes, deciding which new ideas will grow to national acclaim. Of course, new ideas can be seen by the general populace as jarring at first, and they will be ignored for a time, but after a while these ideas can become accepted, to the point where those who don’t accept the idea may even be shunned by the majority.

The somewhat ambiguous ideas mentioned before can be seen as both political beliefs and artistic movements. Popularity for the former can be evidenced by the abolition of slavery, and how the idea grew from nothing into something that is now accepted nationally in the U.S. At first, the idea wasn’t a popular one, with early U.S. abolitionists seeing little success in pushing for the slave’s freedom, but today slavery is simply out of the question. This change was not one that happened overnight, but gradually took place as time went on, and the change in the political beliefs of the majority showed in the introduction of a new amendment to the Constitution.

This gradual change in the minds of most also takes place in liberal arts, as new movements are introduced. An example of this would be the drastic change of music from the beginning of it up until now. Just like a new political movement, a new genre of music may not start out as something that is very popular. A bit of a generalization could be that many genres popular today got their starts only appealing to a small audience, but despite that, many of these same genres are now the most popular. By buying a music artist’s newest album, a fan can be represented as one of the many who like that artist, and chances are that if the fanbase is large enough, then more music similar to the kind that that artist is making will be produced. Many pop songs can be heard as similar to one another for the reason that it’s what people buy, and thus what they want to hear.

Though the areas of democracy and the liberal arts seem to be somewhat far apart, it can be seen that the two are fairly similar in structure, even if the details are sure to be different. Both give citizens representation that allows them to change the “rules” to what’s best for them at the time, and what’s best is constantly changing. 
