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Science, religion coexist at Chili church
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(March 3, 2008) — CHILI — When it comes to science and religion, there should be no conflict, but rather a sense that one complements the other.

That's the message delivered Sunday at the Community Christian Church on Chili Avenue, where Rev. Lee Ann Bryce wrapped up a four-week sermon and worship series on the relationship between religion and science. 

In prior weeks, Bryce discussed the importance of understanding how evolution fits with a Christian perspective that understands the Bible not as inerrant literal truth, but as holy texts written by people who recorded their understanding and relationship to God according to their time and culture. 

She also talked of seeing how the world and universe are still constantly evolving and changing, and how God's hand can be seen in the ongoing creativity of that transformation. During Sunday's message, Bryce said not seeing the Bible as literal truth — but in many places as metaphorical truth — does not detract from Christ's message. 

"It is possible to believe in miraculous stories while not believing the stories are the literal truth," she said. "Taking the Bible seriously does not mean taking it literally." 

The sermon series sprang from the Clergy Letter Project, which started in 2004 after a Wisconsin school board passed a number of anti-evolution policies. 

Following the action, more than 11,100 Christian clergy — including Bryce — signed their names to a letter urging school board members everywhere to preserve the integrity of science curriculum by affirming the theory of evolution as a core component of human knowledge. 

Community Christian Church is one of more than 750 congregations across the country to reflect on science and religion over the past four weeks.

Congregation member Ron Bottoni of Rochester said he found the discussion refreshing. 

"The Bible says God created the world in seven days," he said.

"But is that seven of our days or seven of God's days?

"And if God is infinite, what is a day?" 
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