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Grace United Church of Christ will host Evolution Weekend, featuring a panel discussion among two theologians and two scientists about how evolution and creation coexist. Two of the panel members shown are the Rev. Doug Griffin, pastor of Grace United Church of Christ, and microbiologist Anna Johnson-Winegar.
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	IF YOU GO

WHAT: Panel discussion about evolution and creation

WHEN: After 11 a.m. Feb. 13 church service

WHERE: Grace United Church of Church, 25 E. Second St., Frederick 



	
	

	
	


The theory of evolution and the stories of creation aren't conflicting, they're complementary.

Believing that there is a creation story that must be scientifically and historically true or all is false is a huge misconception from a theological standpoint, according to the Rev. Doug Griffin of Grace United Church of Christ in Frederick.

"That totally misses the boat," he said. 

Grace UCC will host Evolution Weekend on Sunday, Feb. 13, featuring a panel discussion among two theologians and two scientists about how evolution and creation coexist.

The panel will feature theologians Lee Barrett III of Lancaster Theological Seminary and Griffin. The scientists on the panel are biochemist Jerry Princler and microbiologist Anna Johnson-Winegar.

Evolution Weekend is part of a nationwide event coordinated by The Clergy Letter Project. This marks the first time Grace UCC will participate in the event.

Griffin said he hopes people attending the panel will realize there is no need to choose between evolution or creation.

"You don't have to reject one, in order to espouse the other," he said. "Doubt and faith are not enemies; they actually inspire one another."

Johnson-Winegar has never had a problem accepting creation.

"That's the whole thing about what science is all about, how much can you prove and how much is it worth just accepting and moving on," she said. "There's lots of things that I can't prove or disprove."

Johnson-Winegar has served in numerous positions with the federal government including a position at the Pentagon where she was the deputy assistant to the secretary of defense for biological and chemical defense programs.

She said she had questions early on about stories in the Bible, including if Jonah really was swallowed by a whale, but instead of looking for the literal truth, she tried to find the message the stories were attempting to deliver.

"We can't prove why things become extinct the way they do or why things survive and adapt and change," she said. "I don't think it's going to be answered in our lifetime. I think it's ongoing. If you think that this has been going on for millions of years already, we're just at one pinpoint of time in this long, long spectrum of everything that is going on."

Throughout the event, the panel will discuss how science and religion don't need to be in competition, as well as the misconception that there is only one creation story in the Bible, and the position that has come to be known as intelligent design.

Johnson-Winegar said intelligent design first became popular in the 1990s.

"It was a way for people to try to say, 'Well, maybe some of this evolution stuff was right, but the mathematical probability of everything happening the way it was is just too remote for us to believe,'" she said.

Since the mathematical probabilities were so extreme, an intelligent designer, God, is needed to complete the theory, according to Johnson-Winegar.

"It really goes back to God created all of this stuff with a plan and a purpose," she said.

Griffin is biased against intelligent design because he said it attempts to sneak creation into evolution. He questioned whether intelligent design is even good science, but from a theological standpoint, is it even good religion?

The audience will be given time to pose questions to the panel. Anyone planning on attending is asked to RSVP to the church at 301-662-3312, since there will be a light lunch provided between the worship service and the panel discussion. 

