
      The liberal arts way of understanding topics, like human rights and education, goes hand-in-hand 

with democratic principles. For example the democratic view on human rights includes the respect for 

human life and human dignity, which intertwines with the ''human questions'' upon which liberal arts 

is based. These questions entail justice from injustice, what is noble, and good from evil. 

     The relationship between liberal arts and democratic principles compliment one another very well.  

It is said that the liberal arts were conceived from the Ancient Greek Philosopher, Aristotle.  Ancient 

Greek Law Maker,Solon, was the primary force behind introducing democracy to Athenian. 

government. His reputation for introducing democracy is so great that he is depicted as one of the 

lawgivers on the front of the U.S. Supreme Court building.

    Human rights, from the democratic view point, strive to hold respect and protect the rights of all 

people and not just a selected group. Emphasis is put on the value of every human being. From the 

thought process of a liberal art way of thinking, different lifestyles, values or morals don't effect that 

everyone is entitled to rights or humanities. In turn every human being, even if his choices differ from 

another still deserves to be treated with the same human rights. 

   Education is a human right.  Democratically speaking knowledge is meant to be shared and not 

divided. Liberal arts is closely linked with education. A liberal arts education provides empowerment 

and prepares students to deal with change and diversity. What liberal arts and democratic principles 

both share is the desire for education to provide lives filled with happiness, success, and virtue. Also 

democratic ideals support female empowerment which suits perfectly in a liberal arts education that 

provides courses that focus on such topics.  

      Both democratic principles and liberal arts were introduced to the world long ago. They relate in 

that they both challenge the more commonly accepted views for the greater good. For instance, 

democracy provides individuals with the belief in equality and a liberal arts education provides people 

with the understanding to strive for it. A liberal arts education provides individuals with a well-

rounded thought process to assess crucial problems, topics, or the ''human questions'' that all human 



beings long to know the answers for. The liberal arts and democratic principles are vastly similar.  

They influence positive challenges to defeat the injustice and evil in the world to ultimately gain 

nobility. 


