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The gap between faith and science appears for some people a simple crevice, something that can be stepped across or at least spanned. 

For others, it seems a continental divide with someone always trying to whip the ocean separating them into a tsunami. 

For example, biologist Richard Dawkins has called religion “an accidental by-product — a misfiring of something useful.” Dawkins wrote the best-selling “The God Delusion” in 2006. 
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On the other hand, this week Christian “creationist” Ken Ham, founder of Answers in Genesis, said American Christians are losing the cultural war because they now believe in the “pagan religion” of evolution. 

Answers in Genesis operates the $27 million Creation Museum in Kentucky, which counters evolutionary theory and calls the Bible the “true history book of the universe.” Since opening in May 2007, it has had more than 900,000 visitors. 

A nonprofit in Montgomery, Apologetics Press, holds to strict Bible teaching similar to Answers in Genesis. Apologetics Press publishes books, articles and other materials on creationism and presents conferences. 

Its leaders believe God made the universe in six 24-hour days and the earth is not billions of years old. 

“If someone does not choose to believe that, it’s unfortunate and sad, and they will have to deal with God at the Judgment,” said staff member Eric Lyons. 

The organization, which serves mostly Churches of Christ, says it is “patently false” to believe the days referred to in Genesis 1 could mean eons of time or to think that God used evolution in creation. 

Lyons will speak March 19-21 at Union Church of Christ in Somerville and one topic will be the “Big Bang” theory. He has noticed lately that atheists are more heated in their opposition to creation believers. 

A nuclear engineer who sometimes writes for Apologetics Press, Michael Houts of Madison, said he turned to creationism because no one could answer his “fundamental questions” about evolution. 
Houts, nuclear research manager at Marshall Space Flight Center, said evolution’s claim that life arose from non-life is not scientific fact. 

“What we do know about science actually disproves evolution,” he said. 

He said even the simplest living creature is more complex than anything man has made, such as the Space Shuttle. 
Natural selection, or a change within a species, does not add genetic material, he said. 

Houts, who earned a doctorate from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, said his views are personal and not those of his employer. 
Battle lines? 

Some extremists seem engaged in a “survival of the fittest” battle, columnist Ray Waddle said last year in The Tennessean. 

Waddle said their war cries drown out voices in the middle, like those backing the Clergy Letter Project and its assertion that truths in the Bible and discoveries of science can be compatible. 

More than 12,400 members of the clergy have signed the letter, which says: “We believe that the theory of evolution is a foundational scientific truth, one that has stood up to rigorous scrutiny and upon which much of human knowledge and achievement rests.” 

Rejecting evolution means being willfully ignorant and passing that ignorance to younger generations, the letter said. 

Others say moderates have created change. 
The United Methodist Church in 2008 adopted three “evolution friendly” documents, according to a denominational Web site. One petition accepts evolution and corrects some ambiguities in the church “Book of Discipline,” and another opposes faith-based theories such as Creationism or Intelligent Design in science curricula. The third petition backed the Clergy Letter Project. 

The writer of two of the petitions, Al Kuelling, said Methodism had historically sidestepped real dialogue about religion and science, especially evolution. 

“This appears to have been done out of fear that accepting the findings of science — for instance, that evolution is an established scientific cornerstone, especially in biological fields — might incur the wrath of creationists within Methodism,” wrote Kuelling, who is retired from a physics career and lives in Fort Wayne, Ind. 

