
 

 

 

The Climate Crisis: A Clergy Call to Action 
http://www.theclergyletterproject.org/Climate_Letter/ClimateLtr.html 

 
We are faced with a crisis today.  
 
A multitude of human activities including the use of fossil fuels, large-scale 

agriculture, and large-scale land clearance have modified the natural processes 
that sustain life in every ecosystem and culture on the entire planet. This is no 
longer a question for debate. The question we (humans) must answer—and the 

impetus for this letter—is: “How will we respond to this crisis?” 
  

We call on leaders from all of the many faith traditions and ethical communities 
throughout the world to unite with scientists, activists, and concerned citizens as 
one voice in calling for humanity to recognize the crisis, our role in creating it, 

and our collective responsibility to immediately identify and enact solutions.  
 

Scientific understandings and religious teachings alike teach us that we are 
connected as one human family and, further, we are connected to all life. Thus, 
our own survival is inextricably connected to the responsible stewardship of the 

Earth and all its creatures. 
 

The many faith traditions that exist across the world, while differing in specific 
beliefs and expressions of their convictions, share many common values. One of 
those is a commitment to care for the disenfranchised. We know that the people 

with the least access to resources experience the greatest suffering as a result of 
a changing climate. Ecological insecurity reinforces inequality. We have a moral 

and ethical responsibility to advocate for those who are vulnerable and/or 
voiceless.  
 

We clergy signing this letter pledge ourselves to express our love for humanity 
and for all life on Earth by advocating for an immediate change in our behaviors 

that continue to threaten the health of the planet, its people, and their varied 
cultures. We urge you to join us in the education and motivation of our fellow 
planetary citizens, and to help us unite and to take the steps urgently needed to 

save our home. 
 

We must remember, in this work, to be kind to one another. It is easy to let the 
panic, the frustration, and the pain turn us against one another, to speak in harsh 
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judgment, and to act in self-righteous anger, but we will only move forward 
together. It is not only important what we do but how we do it. We must 
acknowledge our shared needs and celebrate our differences in meeting them – 

but do so with a compassionate, honest, and committed regard for the Earth and 
its inhabitants. This is what brings us joy in the work and hope for the future.  

 
The climate is changing, but there is also evidence of a changing climate in 
public opinion and resolve. People are ready to insist on and be a part of the 

necessary change. People are ready to explore what it takes to remake our 
societies in response to this challenge; to turn the world around.  

 

Our religious communities should lead in asking a simple question: How can 
we be good ancestors? A powerful question. A spiritual practice. A call to 

action.  
 

Join us in this work. The time is now.                         
 

To add your signature to this letter, please contact  

Michael Zimmerman (mz@theclergyletterproject.org). 

 

THE CLERGY LETTER PROJECT 
The Clergy Letter Project consist of clergy members from a wide array of religions 

who understand that scientific knowledge does not conflict with their deeply held 
religious beliefs.  Indeed, we reject the assumption that science and religion are in 
conflict and believe that religion and science can be compatible, work comfortably 

together, and that both often lead to similar conclusions.  Because science and 
religion so often lead us to view the world in the same way, The Clergy Letter 

Project has taken a strong position in favor of the teaching of evolution and against 
racism, homophobia, Islamophobia and separating immigrant children from their 
parents.  Similarly, The Clergy Letter Project has advocated tirelessly in favor of 

caring for the environment. 

In striving to achieve these goals, the Clergy Letter Project works to raise the 

quality of the dialogue about these important issues and to demonstrate that those 

few but loud fundamentalists supposedly speaking on behalf of religion do not 

represent thousands upon thousands of religious leaders. 

 

The Clergy Letter Project, in addition to The Climate Crisis Letter, has five clergy 

letters, one each from Christian, Unitarian Universalist, Buddhist and Humanist 

clergy members, and one from rabbis explaining these views.  Collectively, these 

Clergy Letters have garnered more than 17,000 clergy signatures. 

 


