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Quotes & Meditations

Let no man … think or maintain that a man can search too far or be too well-studied in the book of God's word, or in the book of God's works … but rather let men endeavor an endless progress or proficiency in both.

By:
Sir Francis Bacon (found opposite the title page of The Origin of Species)

Every creature is a word of God.

If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature-

Even a caterpillar –

I would never have to prepare a sermon.

So full of God

Is every creature.                                      

By:
Meister Eckhart

God Makes Room 

for Quantum Mechanics
…and regular ones, too.

From:
UCC God is Still Speaking campaign
Poetry

“God Is Not In a Hurry”

God is not in a hurry in the work of creating,

unlike a wizard waving a magic wand 

and--Wow! A whole universe, complete 

with fully-grown beings on earth--and beyond, 

sun, moon and distant galaxies, 

all new and instant realities.

But God does not move in momentous haste.

More like a potter shaping supple clay, 

God carefully crafts each living thing 

and gently molds all life in God's own way.

The uninformed call for brevity.

There is no rush. God has eternity. 

By: 
Rev. Ted Berkland

Grantsburg, Wisconsin
“Meditation on the Astral and Ancestral” 

 
Ashes to ashes, dust to dust –
We here are descended from stardust, 
Gathered of galaxies,
Created of carbon.
From the first tremblings of a vibrant planet 
We evolved.
We carry the memory of the cosmos
The evolution of our cousins
The encoding of our kin
The adaptations of our cultures.
From planet to people, 
Our lives matter only as much as we mean to make it so,
And it is infinitely, possibly, probably so –
From the plan and planes of the astral and ancestral
We transformed, and are transforming still.  

By: 
Rev. Jessica Purple Rodela, Minister

First Unitarian Congregation of Waterloo

Kitchener Ontario.

Call to Worship or Opening Responses

One: We gather to worship the God who crafted the whole of creation yet who can neither be contained by its expanse nor described by its majesty.

All: We gather to worship the God who gave birth to the human family, bringing us into being in all our rich diversity, calling us “good”.

One: we gather to worship the God who inhabits ever second through eternity, yet who is not circumscribed by time.

All: We gather to worship the God whose wisdom is revealed in the works of human knowing and in the world of creature life unknown to us.

One: We gather, mindful of all that is unknown, we worship a God who seeks to know and be known by us.

All: Welcome all to worship!  (2009)

By: 
the Rev. Dr. Judith A. Gooch, 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ

PO Box 86. 4 Post Office Square

Plymouth, New Hampshire 032164
One: 
O God, who called all life into being,

All:

The earth, sea and sky are yours.

One:
Your presence is  all around us.

All:

Every atom is full of your energy.

One:
Your Spirit enlivens all who walk the earth,

All:

With her we yearn for justice to be done,

One:
For creation to be freed from bondage,

All:

For the hungry to be fed,

One:
For captives to be released,

All:

For your kingdom of peace to come on earth. Amen.

One:
This we know, the earth does not belong to us,

All:

We belong to the earth.

One:
This we know, all things are connected,

All:

Like the blood that unites one family.

One:
This we know, we did not weave the web of life,

All:

We are merely a strand in it.

One:
This we know, whatever we do to the web,

All:

We do to ourselves.

One:
Let us give thanks for the gift of creation,

All:

Let us give thanks that all things hold together in Christ.
By: 
the Iona Community Worship Book, or the Iona Prayer Book.

Prayers of Approach 


Creator God, You who lit the fires of the Big Bang, who set the galaxies spinning, who exploded great stars to form the complex molecules that formed our solar system and our bodies, You who guided evolution toward greater consciousness and who today is actively creating still:


Open us to the awe and wonder of the abundance and beauty and diversity of life on this, our home planet.  Open us to the valuing of all species, that we may come to understand their part in Your purpose.  Open us to see all things as holy.  And open us to listen to the way You communicate to us—not only through people, but also through the events of nature and through Your creatures.


We pray in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who taught us in parables from the natural world to teach us the Kingdom of God.  Amen.  (2/15/09)
By:
Rev. Hope Douglas J. Harle-Mould

St. Peter's United Church of Christ, 

1475 Orchard Park Road, 

West Seneca, New York 14224

Pastoral Prayers


Oh Lord, this prayer is longer than I usually Pray.  Please have mercy on me.  For our present occasion, Lord, I am deeply aware of the cosmic dimensions rising to meet us in this particular time on March 12, 2009 and in this place at Collegiate Presbyterian Church so near the campus of Iowa State University. In this physical expression, Lord, we are resting at a very special threshold of cosmic body and mind/spirit:  university with mind, church, and evolution All in Communion.  A communion comes to us through all the kingdoms of creation and expands beyond us into a centering and fulfillment of Soul as Cosmic Christ.

Grant us, Lord, sufficient vision and hearing that we may more clearly hear and deeply observe your living Word shared through Holy Scripture, and lived in Jesus of Nazareth.  We listen attentively to some of the words from another of your servants immersed in the sciences of the earth on the cusp of the Ordos Desert in China, 1923, Father Teilhard De Chardin [TEILHARD’S MASS by Thomas King, pages 151 & 152].  From this threshold of meeting we intuitively meet Your Spirit coming to us and rising from within all creation and from within us.

Rich with the sap of the world, (we) rise up towards the Spirit whose vesture is the magnificence of the material universe but who smiles at (us) from far beyond all victories; and lost in the mystery of the flesh of God, (we) cannot tell which is the more radiant bless:  to have found the Word and so be able to achieve the mastery of matter, or to have mastered matter and so be able to attain and submit to the light of God.

Grant, Lord, that your descent into the universal species may not be for (us) just something loved and cherished, like the fruit of some philosophical speculation, but may become for (us) truly a real Presence.  Whether we like it or not by power and by right you are incarnate in the world and we are all dependent upon you . . .  We are all of us together carried in the one world-womb; yet each of us is our own little microcosm in which the Incarnation is wrought independently with degrees of intensity, and shades that are incommunicable . . .

You have come down, Lord, into this day and into this place.  But alas, how infinitely different in degree is your presence for one and another of us in the events which are now preparing and which all of us together will experience!  In the very same circumstances which are soon to surround (us) and all our friends now gathered, you may be present in small measure, in great measure, more and more or not at a ll.


(We) beg you give us faith.

Now hear us Lord in this place,  Ames, Iowa.

In that faith we now stand at a Cosmic Threshold pleading from Within for the wisdom of understanding.  We seek to open our personal souls to the flowing energies of rising consciousness:  Creator to creation, kingdom-to-kingdom, human awareness and animal sensation.  We plead with you, Jesus as Christ, teach us what is cosmic justice with all creation.  Now, Oh Christ, we commit our very selves to building the earth so that your Body may be glorified within us at this time and place and beyond us.  Grant us Lord, in this day, the sacred privilege of communion with You and All the earth.



Amen and Amen   

(Note:  I have substituted (us), or (we) at times from Teilhard’s self reference & substituted the underlining in the reference.  (03/12/09)

By:
 Harold P. Martin, Retired Pastor

Collegiate Presbyterian Church

Prayers of Dedication:

In the stillness of this day, I commit myself

To join with you, Lord,

To nurture

The plants and animals,

The elements.

The sacred womb of sea and soil.

I offer to you

My ability to create,

And my potential to release

The loving energies of others

For the benefit of all creation.

I sing with you the song of the universe

And dance with you the dance of life.

I am yours

And your Spirit within me

Opens the path

Of healing and wonder,

Of refreshment

For the morning

Which holds so many surprises.

From:
 Aotearoa, New Zealand
Blessings   

One: Bless to us, O God, the moon that is above us,

The earth that is beneath us,


The friends who are around us,


Your image deep within us.

All: 
Amen.

Bless to us, O God,

The earth beneath our feet,

Bless to us, O God,

The path whereon we go.

Bless to us, O God,

The people whom we meet.

Amen.

Bless to us, O God,

The earth beneath our feet,

Bless to us, O God,

The path whereon we go.

Bless to us, O God,

The people whom we meet.

Amen.

By: 
Iona Community Worship Book, or the Iona Prayer Book

Possible Hymns:

#731

Earth and All Stars

#824

This is My Father’s World

#740

God of the Sparrow

#689

Praise and Thanksgiving (Use with verses interspersed in communion liturgy)

#836

Joyful, Joyful

#879

For the Beauty of the Earth

#556

Morning Has Broken

#738

God Created Heaven and Earth

(To the tune of 'Great is thy faithfulness') 

Wonder of wonders, 

God deep and eternal

Feeding us awe, that our faith may evolve

Opening minds to break open the scriptures

Opening minds to what truth may involve

  

Chorus
Faithful Creator
With us, within us
Birthing rejoicing and laying to rest.
Task of humanity: shepherding, caring;
Justice for creatures; God’s justice attest!
 

Many the spiritual paths that lead to you

Wise those who followed the star to your side

Wise those who ponder, observe, and, inspired

Bless with true knowledge: compassion applied.
Christ, loving everyone

God, touching suffering

Jesus in bodily living revealed

No more the object of mere speculation;

faith: embrace knowledge, that this world be healed!

By: 
Rev. David Coleman


United Reformed Church 

Brighthelm Church 

Brighton on the South Coast of England

Working in the Brighthelmstone Covenant with St Nicholas CofE, Chapel Royal CofE, and Dorset Gardens Methodist Church.

Preface to Dr. Barbara Hamm hymns

I am responding to the call for liturgical materials to be used for upcoming Evolution Weekend projects in churches. I am a hymn writer, published with Abingdon Press, and a Minister of Music in a UCC church in California. I am attaching two of my hymns: "We Are Children of Creation," and "God, Creator of the Cosmos," both of which would be appropriate hymns to sing in connection with the Evolution project. 

  
"We Are Children of Creation" is owned by Abingdon Press and appears in my hymn collection, CHILDREN OF CREATION, published by Abingdon. You could go to Cokesbury.com, type my name in, and you will see the collection. Use of this hymn would be covered by any one of the 3 major licensing organizations: CCLI, Licensingonline.org, or OneLicense.net, as Abingdon Press is licensed with all 3. 

  
The second hymn, "God, Creator of the Cosmos," is a call for us to be responsible stewards of the earth, since we are kin to all creation. This hymn is not yet published, but it will be when I have enough hymns to send off for another collection. 

  
I would be delighted to have my hymns used in connection with this project. I would be happy to send you my Abingdon collection, containing "We Are Children of Creation," if you would like to have it.

By: 
Dr. Barbara Hamm  mstaize@yahoo.com
1. We Are Children of Creation  
(see PDF by same name)
2. God, Creator of the Cosmos  
(see PDF by same name)

Liturgies

From:   the Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ

Call to Worship

  One: Beneath the mists of time, before the world began, 

beyond our understanding, in the beginning…God.

All: Fathering history,



Mothering creation,




Parenting earth’s people from the beginning…God.

  One: Expecting the right moment,



Preparing the right way,




Revealing the right person for each new beginning…God.


All: Maker and mover of heaven and earth… 



God, one God, our God.

*Opening Hymn                   Stars & Planets Flung in Orbit

*Morning Prayer         

  Maker of color, sound, texture, quietness,

  And the restless beauty in living things;

  Maker of granite and mustard seed,

  Of gray cloud and starlight,

  Of earthquake and heartbeat;

  Maker of all that is unseen,

  Of all that has been,

  Of all that words could never capture;

  We your children of your love,

  The creatures of Your kindness,

  The guardians of Your creation;

  We bless You for Your making,

  Your trusting

  Your loving,

  Your never-ending goodness—God.   Amen.       
*Prayer Response #769 (New Century Hymnal) 
  Hear our prayer, O God. Hear our prayer O God. 


Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace.

Prayer of Dedication

Open our eyes, 

and we shall behold your glory.

Lord, open our ears, 

and we shall hear your call.

Lord, open our hearts, 

and we shall know your love.

Lord, open our hands,

and we shall show your generosity.

Lord, open our lives, 

            and we shall reveal your glory.  Amen.

Hymn 

We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky                                          

Creation will be at Peace            J. Paul Williams & Anna Page                                                                                 
Faith and Science Sunday Meditation      “The Observant Mr. Darwin”


                                                                                            

*Hymn 
Touch the Earth Lightly                                           
From:

SouthCross Community Church, February 15, 2009
 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP


GATHERING SONGS   
Creation Doo Wah Ditty

Awesome God

CANDLE LIGHTING AND SILENT REFLECTION

In this time we invite you to reflect on these words from Genesis 1.  “In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.”

RESPONSIVE PRAYER
(from a hymn by Herman Steumpfle)

L:
Stars and planets flung in orbit, galaxies that swirl through space.

P:
Powers hid within the atom, cells that form an infant’s face.

L:
These, O God, in silence praise you, by your wisdom they are made.

P:
Life in wondrous, wild profusion, seed and fruit, each flower and tree.

L:
Beast and fish and swarming insect, soaring bird, rejoicing, free.

P:
These, your creatures, join in chorus, praising you in wordless song.

*OPENING HYMN (see supplement)

Earth and All Stars

*UNISON PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gracious Creator, we come before you in awe at the wonder and bounty of Your creation.  Yet you made us to be questioning beings and we wonder as well at the miracles that science unearths for us.  Help us to understand as best we can the interaction between the work of Your hands and the explanations provided by human thought and discernment.  This we ask in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray,..

*PRAYER HYMN 


All Things Bright and Beautiful

CHOIR ANTHEM

In Christ Alone  

Townsend/Getty/Angerman

SCRIPTURE       
Genesis 1

MESSAGE

“Do We Have to Choose?”

*CLOSING HYMN #63

All Creatures of Our God and King

Richard S. Gilbert

70 Harper Street

Rochester, NY 14607-3142

Rsgilbert@uuma.org

Emeritus, First Unitarian Church

INTRODUCTION TO AND CONCLUSION OF "INHERIT THE WIND"

"They roared at each other like lions, America's two most famous orators. Day after day, in the torrid heat of a packed court they battled with weighty arguments, tremendous speeches. Such a drama America had not seen before. Spectators fainted; cynical reporters took sides and started fist-fights; the judge, jury, and defendant were forgotten as two of the greatest orators the world has ever seen raged, thundered and strove to literally destroy each other. The audience stood aghast as one was mortally stricken in the moment of his defeat.”

Inherit the Wind is theater based on history; it is not history itself. Its genesis was the famed "Scopes Monkey Trial" of 1925 in Dayton Tennessee. John T. Scopes, Bertram Cates in the play, a local biology teacher had refused to obey the law, passed the year before, to refrain from teaching evolution in public school. The issue was joined, and Williams Jennings Bryant (Matthew Brady in the play), thrice unsuccessful presidential candidate, noted politician and fundamentalist, came to town to lock horns with the radical lawyer, Clarence Darrow, Henry Drummond in the play . 

The state established, beyond all doubt that scopes had broken the law, the judge would not allow Darrow to bring prominent scientists to the stand to show the validity of evolution in science education.  Bryant had it all his way, until Darrow risked all by taking an unprecedented action: calling Bryant to the stand. The two giants were face to face. 

Drummond:  Am I correct, sir, in calling on you as an authority on the Bible?

Brady:  I believe it is not boastful to say that I have studied the Bible as much as any layman.  And I have tried to live by its precepts.

Drummond:  Bully for you.  Now I suppose you can quote me chapter and verse right straight through the King James Version, can’t you?

Brady:  There art many portions of the Holy bible that I have committed to memory.

(Drummond crosses to counsel table and picks up a copy of Darwin)

Drummond:  I don’t suppose you’ve memorized many passages from the Origins of Species?

Brady:  I am not the least interested in the pagan hypotheses of that book.

Drummond:  Never read it?

Brady: And I never will.

Drummond:  Then how in perdition do you have the gall to whoop up this holy war against something you don’t know anything about?  How can you be so cocksure that the body of scientific knowledge systematized in the writings of Charles Darwin is, in any way, irreconcilable with the spirit of the Book of Genesis?

Brady:  Would you state that question again, please?

Drummond:  Let me put it this way.  (He flips several pages in the book).  On page nineteen of Origin of Species, Darwin states . . . 

NARRATOR:  At this point the judge called Drummond out of order in using Darwin’s book.  He clears his throat).

Drummond:  All right.  I get the scent in the wind.  (He tosses the volume of Darwin on the counsel table and picks up a Bible).  We’ll play in your ball park, Colonel.  Now let’s get this straight.  Let’s get it clear.  This is the book that you’re an expert on?

Brady:  That is correct. 

Drummond:  Now tell me. Do you feel that every word that's written in this book should be taken literally? 

Brady:  Everything in the Bible should be accepted, exactly as it is given there.

Drummond (leafing through the Bible):  Now take this place where the whale swallows Jonah. Do you figure that actually happened?

Brady:  The bible does not say “a whale,” it says "a big fish.”

Drummond:  Matter of fact. It says "a great fish" – but it's pretty much the same thing. What's your feeling about that?

Brady:  I believe in a God who can make a whale and who can make a man and make both do what he pleases!

Voices:  Amen, amen!

Drummond:  I want those “Amens” in the record.  I recollect a story about Joshua, making the sun stand still.  Now as an expert, you tell me that’s as true as the Jonah business.  Right?  That’s a pretty neat trick.  You suppose Houdini could do it?

Brady:  I do not question or scoff at the miracles of the lord – as do ye of little faith. 

Drummond:  Have you ever pondered just what would naturally happened to the earth if the sun stood still?

Brady:  You can testify to that if I get you on the stand. 

Drummond:  If they say that the sun stood still, they must've had a notion that the sun moves around the earth. Think that's the way of things?  Or don't you believe the earth moves around the sun?

Brady:  I have faith in the Bible! 

Drummond:  You don't have much faith in the solar system. 

Brady:  The sun stopped.

Drummond: Good.  Now if what you say factually happened - if Joshua halted the sun in the sky - that means the earth stopped spinning on its axis; continents toppled over other, mountains flew out into space. And the earth, arrested in its orbit, shriveled to a cinder and crashed into the sun.  How come they missed this tidbit of news?

Brady:  They missed it because it didn't happen. 

Drummond:  It must've happened!  According to natural law.  Or don't you believe in natural law, colonel?  Would you like to ban Copernicus in the classroom, along with Charles Darwin?  Pass a law to wipeout all the scientific development since Joshua. Revelations – period!

Brady:  Natural law was born in the mind of the heavenly father. He can change it, cancel it, use it as he pleases. It constantly amazes me that you apostles of science, for all your supposed wisdom, fail to grasp this simple fact.

Drummond:  (flips a few pages in the Bible):  Listen to this: Genesis 4-16. "And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod. On the east of Eden. And Cain knew his wife!  " Where the hell did she come from? 

Brady:  Who? 

Drummond:  Mrs. Cain. Cain's wife. If, "in the beginning" there were only Adam and Eve, and Cain and Abel, where'd this extra woman spring from? Ever figure that out? 

Brady:  No, sir. I will leave the agnostics to hunt for her.
Drummond:  Never bothered you? 

Brady:  Never bothered me. 

Drummond:  Never tried to find out? 

Brady:  The bible satisfies me, it is enough. 

Drummond:  It frightens me to imagine the state of learning in this world if everyone had your driving curiosity. . . . This book now goes into a lot of “begats.”  “And Aphraxad begat Salah; and Salah begat Eber” and so on and so on.  These pretty important folks?

Brady:  They are the generations of the holy men and women of the Bible.

Drummond:  How did they go about all this "begetting”? 

Brady:  What do you mean? 

Drummond:  I mean, did people "begat" in those days about the same way they get themselves "begat" today? 

Brady:  The process is about the same. I don't think your scientists have improved it any.

Drummond:  In other words, these folks were conceived and brought forth through the normal biological function known as sex.  What do you think of sex, Colonel Brady?

Brady:  In what spirit is this question asked?

Drummond:  I'm not asking what you think of sex as a father, or as a husband. Or a presidential candidate. You're up here as an expert on the Bible, what's the biblical evaluation of sex? 

Brady:  It is considered "original sin."

Drummond:  And all these holy people got themselves “begat” through “Original Sin?”?  All this sinning make ‘em any less holy?

Brady:  Your honor, I am willing to sit here and endure Mr. Drummond's sneering and his disrespect. For he is pleading the case of the prosecution by his contempt for all that is holy.

Drummond:  I object, I object, I object. 

Brady:  On what grounds?  Is it possible that something is holy to the celebrated agnostic?

Drummond:  Yes! (his voice drops, intensely)  The individual human mind.  In a child’s power to master the multiplication table there is more sanctity than in all your shouted "Amens!"  “Holy, Holies!” and “Hosanna’s!”  An idea is a greater monument than a cathedral. And the advance of man's knowledge is more of a miracle than any sticks turned to snakes, or the parting of waters! But are we now to halt the march of progress because Mr. Brady frightens us with a fable? (turning to the jury).  Gentlemen, progress has never been a bargain.  You've got to pay for it. Sometimes I think there's a man behind a counter who says, "All right, you can have a telephone, but you'll have to give up privacy, the charm of distance.  Madam, you may vote; but at a price; you lose the right to retreat behind a powder-puff or a petticoat. Mister, you may conquer the air; but the birds will lose their wonder, and the clouds will smell of gasoline!"  (thoughtfully, seeming to look beyond the courtroom)  Darwin moved us forward to a hilltop. Where we could look back and see the way from which we came. But for this view, this insight, this knowledge, we must abandon our faith in the pleasant poetry of Genesis. 
Brady:  We must not abandon faith!  Faith is the important thing! 

Drummond:  Then why did God plague us with the power to think?  Mr. Brady, why do you deny the one faculty which lifts man above all other creatures on the earth: the power of his brain to reason. What other merit have we? The elephant is larger, the horse is stronger and swifter, the butterfly more beautiful, the mosquito more prolific, even the simple sponge is more durable.  (Wheeling on Brady)  Or does a sponge think?

Brady:  I don't know. I'm a man, not a sponge. 

Drummond:  Do you think a sponge thinks? 

Brady:  If the lord wishes a sponge to think, it thinks. 

Drummond:  Does a man have the same privileges that a sponge does? 

Brady:  Of course. 

Drummond (roaring):  This man wishes to be accorded the same privilege as a sponge!  He wishes to think! 

Brady:  But your client is wrong!  He is deluded!  He has lost his way! 

Drummond:  It's sad that we aren't as gifted with your positive knowledge of right and wrong, Mr. Brady.  (He picks up a rock about the size of a tennis ball).  How old do you think this rock is? 

Brady:  I am more interested in the Rock of Ages, than I am in the age of rocks.

Drummond:  Dr. Page of Oberlin College tells me that this rock is at least ten million years old. 

Brady:  Well, well, Colonel Drummond!  You managed to sneak in some of that scientific testimony after all.  (breaks open rock – it is a fossil)

Drummond:  Look Mr. Brady. These are the fossil remains of a pre-historic marine creature, which was found in this very county – and which lived here millions of years ago, when these very mountain ranges were submerged in water. 

Brady:  I know.· The Bible gives a find account of the flood. But your professor is a little mixed up on his dates. That rock is not more than six thousand years old. 

Drummond:  How do you know?

Brady:  A fine Biblical scholar, Bishop Usher, has determined for us the exact date and hour of the creation. It occurred in the year 4,004 B.C.

Drummond:  That's Bishop Usher's opinion. 

Brady:  It is not an opinion. It is literal fact, which the good bishop arrived at through careful computation of the ages of the prophets as set down in the Old Testament. In fact, he determined that the Lord began the Creation on the 23rd of October in the year 4,004 B. C. , at-uh, at 9:00 am.

Drummond:  That Eastern Standard Time?  Or Rocky Mountain Time?  It wasn't daylight-saving time, was it? Became the Lord didn't make the sun until the fourth day!

Brady:  That is correct. 

Drummond:  The first day. Was it a twenty-four-hour day?

Brady:  The Bible says it was a day.

Drummond:  There wasn't any sun. How do you know how long it was? 

Brady:  The bible says it was a day. 

Drummond:  A normal day, a literal day, a twenty-four-hour day?
Brady:  I do not know. 

Drummond:  What do you think? 

Brady (floundering) I do not think about things that ... I do not think about!

Drummond:  Do you ever think about things that you do think about?  Isn’t it possible that first day was twenty-five hours long? There was no way to measure it, no way to tell! Could it have been twenty-five hours? 

Brady:  It is . . . possible.

Drummond:  Oh.  You interpret that the first day recorded in the Book of Genesis could be of indeterminate length.

Brady:  I mean to state that the day referred to is not necessarily a twenty-four-hour day. 

Drummond:  It could have been thirty hours!  Or a month!  Or a year! Or a hundred years! (he brandishes the rock underneath Brady’s nose)  Or ten million years!

Brady:  I’ll tell you what he's trying to do!  He wants to destroy everybody’s belief in the Bible, and in God! 

Drummond:  You know that's not true. I'm trying to stop you bigots and ignoramuses from controlling the education of the United Stales!  And you know it!

Brady:  How dare you attack the Bible”?

Drummond:  The Bible is a book.  A good book.  But it’s not the only book.

Brady:  It is the revealed word of the Almighty.  God spake to the men who wrote the Bible.

Drummond:  And how do you know that God didn’t “spake” to Charles Darwin?

Brady:  I know, because God tells me to oppose the evil teachings of that man.

Drummond:  Oh. God speaks to you.

Brady:  Yes. 

Drummond:  He tells you exactly what's right and what's wrong? 

Brady:  Yes.
Drummond:  And you act accordingly? 

Brady:  Yes. 

Drummond:  So you, Matthew Harrison Brady, through oratory, legislation, or whatever, pass along god's orders to the rest of the world!  Gentlemen, meet the “Prophet from Nebraska!”

Brady:  I – please – I.

Drummond:  Is that the way of things?  God tells Brady what is good!  To be against Brady is to be against God!

Brady:  No, no!  Each man is a free agent – 

Drummond:  Then what is Bertram Cates doing in the Hillshoro jail?  Suppose Mr. Cates had enough influence and lung power to railroad through the state legislature a law that only Darwin should be taught in the schools!

Brady:  Ridiculous, ridiculous! There is only one great truth in the World - 

Drummond:  The Gospel according to Brady!  God speaks to Brady, and Brady tells the world! Brady, Brady, Brady, Almighty!

Brady:  The Lord is my strength - 

Drummond:  What if a lesser human being - a Cates, or a Darwin - has the audacity to think that God might whisper to him? That an un-Brady thought might still be holy? Must men go to prison because they are at odds with the self-appointed prophet?  Extend the Testaments!  Let us have a Book of Brady!  We shall hex the Pentateuch, and slip you neatly between Numbers and Deuteronomy!

Brady:  My friends … You Honor – My Followers – Ladies and Gentlemen.

Drummond:  The witness is excused. 

Brady:  All of you know what I stand for! What i believe! I believe, I believe in the truth of the Book of Genesis - (beginning to chant)  Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, First Samuel, Second Samuel, First Kings, Second Kings . . . 

Drummond:  Your Honor, this completes the testimony. The witness is excused!

Brady:  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah . . . 

Drummond:  You are excused, Colonel Brady- 

Brady:  Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah . . . 

GAVEL

(Scopes was found guilty and fined $100.  The conviction was later overturned on a technicality. The law was not stricken from the books until 1967.)
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