God Created, God is Creating, God Will Create
(a sermon for February 11, 2007 (c) 2007 by Kristen Dunn, all rights reserved.)
When Charles Darwin published the Origin of Species in 1859, every person of science immediately agreed with him completely, and every religious person immediately criticized him roundly.

What do you think? Sound accurate?

When the very first priestly scribe, inspired by God, sat down and wrote the beginning of a poem about creation, when he sat down and wrote: "b’reyshit bara elohim et ha’shamayim v’et ha’aretz" – he was imagining that several thousand years later we would translate that as “In the beginning God created heaven and earth” and in the 20th and 21st century we would take that at as proof that Charles Darwin was wrong. 

 

What do you think? 

Sound pretty crazy, no? But these are the kinds of assumptions that are at the root of the idea that evolution is in conflict with Christian belief. 

Evolution is a way of talking about the biology of life on this planet. Evolution does not require that Christians abandon any of our faith, except one thing: taking the creation stories at the beginning of the Bible literally. Let’s explore that a little bit, that desire to take those stories literally.

The bible is a library that contains many kinds of books. Some are letters, like Hebrews and Romans and Corinthians, some are historical summaries like Chronicles and Kings, some are stories and poems like Genesis, some are all poetry, like Psalms.

The impulse to want to take the Bible apart and make it over into something it is not is not a faithful or Godly impulse. When we seek to take the Genesis poems or stories literally, we are turning them into something they are not. No part of the bible, even the historical summaries, are intended to be like CNN, a camera on the details of events as they happened. Wolf Blitzer was not reporting live from the moment of the beginning of creation. Isaiah was not Dan Rather, standing at the gates of Jerusalem and telling us across the centuries what was happening. 

Instead of a camera, the bible is a window. When we open this window, we can explore the hearts and lives of people in relationship to God. We can explore the prayers and poems of people who were inspired by our living, loving God.

When we begin to enter into that window, we can enter deeper into our relationship with God. When we use the Bible to stay in relationship with God, we are being faithful to God’s call. God calls us to come into relationship and stay in relationship. 

Think about the relationships in your life. Husband, wife, friend, child. If a relationship lives and grows, it is about ongoing CONNECTION. We are not in relationship with someone if we take one thing that person has said, or one thing they wrote, or even something that someone else wrote about them and say HERE. (cup hands) I have it. This is all I ever need to know about you. I have the Truth. This is all I need. (close hands and walk a few steps away). That's not relationship.

But there is another way. Just like the trees planted by the stream in today’s reading from Jeremiah, when we are connected to the LIVING, eternal and everflowing and ever changing waters of God’s presence, we are strong in our faith. We can ask questions, and we can stand the heat, and we can withstand drought, and still the fruit of our faith will keep coming.

It is only when we decide that we already have all of the answers that we need, it is only when we decide that we have all of the Truth, it is then that we are in danger. 

Friends, this cutting off is exactly what we do when we see the Bible as a literal document and evolution and other science in competition with it. When we are closed off to new information, we are like the tumbleweeds blown about by the wind. We are cut off from the living, flowing stream of God’s presence. Cut off, we keep trying to squeeze some new life out of what WE understand, but it is useless. In the end, our faith becomes hard and dry and brittle. 

But God’s living presence never dries up. That is the good news we live in. That is the joy of our faith. God’s living presence is in the natural world, it is all around us. God is not limited just to what we can’t explain; God is in our science and in our poetry and in our everyday lives.

 

God acts in our lives, but not as a puppetmaster or as a drivethrough window. God is acting in every moment, in every bit of creation. Charles Darwin’s theory that biological life evolves is a part of our human uncovering of God’s creating work. 

We cannot separate our human experience from our experience of God. When we try, we push God to the sidelines. When we try to say: this is science, and if it is science it is not God … then we are limiting God. Just because we begin to understand something doesn’t make it any less a part of God’s creation. Indeed, it is a part of God’s gift to us that we explore God’s creation with curious minds and spirits. God created at the beginning of all life, God is creating now, God will continue to create. 

When we stay connected to our living, creating God we are like those trees planted by the stream. When we cut ourselves off from God – either by saying that one translation of the  Bible is a literal understanding of the whole mind and work of God, or by saying that science contains all that we need, then we become like those tumbleweeds.

Let us, like Jesus, stay connected to our loving God. Let us, like Jesus, follow in the Way ALL of the way, follow in the Truth no matter where it leads us, and live all of the Life that God gives us to live. Amen.

(this sermon was prepared as a part of Evolution Sunday, organized by The Clergy Letter Project. For more information and resources, please click here.)
