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Evolution Sunday – based upon Genesis 2: 4b-9, 15-25

STUART:  This sermon is about the power of God.  It is about the fact that God can choose to act in God’s own way and at God’s own time.
GAIL:  It is also about the relationship between science and religion. 
STUART:  We will be talking about evolution and the fears some have that the teaching of evolution undercuts Christian faith.

GAIL:  I taught science for ten years.  Several times I was asked by my students how I could teach science and believe in evolution and still consider myself a Christian.  I had no problem doing that.  You see I believe that we cannot restrict God to limits of our own design.  God is more powerful than that.
STUART:  We also believe that the Bible is God’s living Word but we do not worship the Bible.  We worship God who we know through Jesus the Messiah, the Christ.

GAIL:  This morning we read one of the two creation stories that is found in Genesis.  The two are very different.  The first story is very ordered.  God created the universe in seven days.  It is not until the seventh day that God creates human beings and scripture tells us that “God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them, male and female he created them.”
STUART:  In the second creation story, God created Adam before there were any plants or animals.  Then God planted the plants and created to animals and brought them before Adam to be named.  God commanded Adam to care for the creation and then, realizing that Adam had no partner divided him, creating male and female.

GAIL:  The Hebrew people had no problem accepting the two versions of the Creation story.  The stories date from the time when there was a Northern and Southern kingdom and, when David united the two separate kingdoms, both stories were accepted as valid Creation stories.
STUART:  The Hebrew people were not scientists.  They weren’t attempting to tell how creation came about.  They were proclaiming that God created the whole universe.

GAIL:  In the wonderful book, God’s Trombones, a collection of sermons that circulated among slaves in this country over a century ago, they proclaimed, God created us because God was lonely.  I love that image.  A God who would create us because God was lonely would be a God who would care enough to send Jesus into this world.

STUART:  The stories in Genesis are not about science.  They are myths that portray truth.  Don’t let the word “myth” scare you.  The ancient world had many myths about creation.  Myths can be true and they can be false.  Every culture found it necessary to create some sort of creation story.  We believe that the Biblical creation stories contain an important truth.  God stands beyond all that is created.

GAIL:  John’s gospel tells us:  “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  That echoes the creation story and unites it with Jesus, the Word made Flesh.
STUART:  As pastors we affirm that truth.  We wouldn’t be here if we didn’t.  At the same time we believe that it is every bit as important to accept the truths that come to us from science.  The American Association for the Advancement of Science has prepared a study guide to be used with the book, The Evolution Dialogues.  Here is an excerpt from the introduction from it.
GAIL:  “An understanding of these issues is important because the quality of public science education and the constitutional provision for religious liberty guaranteed in the First Amendment are at stake.  Christians and non-Christians alike benefit from such fruits of science as better understanding of energy, medicine, and ecology.  These benefits can be lost if science education is undermined by those who claim that science is the only source of knowledge or by those who claim that scientific knowledge is only legitimate if it conforms to a particular set of religious doctrines.”
STUART:  Both science and religion are about truth.  Science seeks primarily to answer the question of how observable things work.  To do that, scientists seek facts they can verify and then develop theories from those facts and attempt to either prove or disprove those theories.
GAIL:  Religion at its best also seeks truth.  But it seeks it in ways that are different from the scientific approach.  Let’s take the Hebrew experience of the Exodus as one example.  They were fleeing the Egyptian army and were trapped between them and either the Red Sea or some other body of water.  God opened up the pathway to deliverance.
STUART:  We are convinced that the way Hollywood portrayed that deliverance is not accurate.  If we had been there, we would have seen something a lot less dramatic.  A scientific observer would have reported a different story.
GAIL:  Still, that deliverance was a miracle when seen through the eyes of faith.  If you doubt our interpretation, simply read how the Hebrew people continued to express their doubts throughout their days wandering in the wilderness.  If it happened the way Hollywood portrayed it there wouldn’t have been any room for doubts.
STUART:  It seems to us that miracles are only seen and understood through the eyes of faith.  At the same time, those who live by their faith discover the truth of God’s abiding faithfulness and amazing grace.  They also develop a sense of the reality of miracles.
GAIL:  In other words, science and religion both proclaim truth but neither is complete in and of itself.  Together they lead us toward a deeper truth.
STUART:  Those who seek scientific truth in scripture will never find it.  Even if God dictated every word of scripture, the people of that era would not have understood it.  Their world was flat.  It was covered by the vault of heaven.  They believed God pushed the sun up in the heavens each day and set the moon and stars alight each night.  God allowed the heavens to leak sending down rain onto the earth.  If they did not understand the water cycle science has discovered, surely their seven day creation story was not based upon science.

GAIL:  Does that mean the creation stories have no meaning?  No, of course it doesn’t.  But don’t look for scientific facts in those stories.  Look instead for what it says about the source of creation.  Look instead for what it says about God and God’s relationship with humans.  They were not scientists but they were people of faith.  It is their faith and their experiences of God that scripture is about.

STUART:  If you hear nothing else of everything we say today, we want you to hear this:  It is possible to accept everything that science discovers without giving away anything about faith.  Science and religion are not enemies.
GAIL:  Now there are some friction points to be sure.  Just because science says that something is possible does not mean that it should be done.  Religion has something to say about that.

STUART:  We received a very sad Christmas letter from a former parishioner.  Her husband had suffered a very severe stroke.  His left side is paralyzed.  He cannot eat or drink so he has a feeding tube.  Medicine aided by science saved his life.  Since that time he has twice suffered from pneumonia.  Both times they managed to revive him.  Scientific medicine is wonderful but should they have saved him from pneumonia.  It used to be said that pneumonia was the old person’s friend.  It seems to me that religion needs to have a say in situations like that.  What is the ethical response at a time like that?  What does God have to say about that?  We are certain you can also think of ethical issues that need religious thought and go beyond what pure science offers.
GAIL:  On the other side of the issue is the attempt of many well-meaning individuals who desire to have Intelligent Design taught as science.  They say that Evolution is just a theory.
STUART:  Well gravity is just a theory too but it is bolstered by facts as is the theory of Evolution.  We accept the theory of gravity as it keeps us rooted to the ground.
GAIL:  The theory of Evolution is different because it occurs over long periods of time.  Still, we see bits and pieces of it, if we but look.  Consider how bacteria have become resistant to antibiotics.  They have changed rapidly in response to our attacks.  Consider how different parts of the world have totally different species of animals.  We spent some time in Australia and observed first hand the differences there.  Of course Evolution is just a theory but it is a theory supported by facts.  Is everything about it one hundred percent right?  Of course not.  New understandings of DNA both support evolution and raise further questions about it.  We invite you to do some reading about this issue.  You will find some possible sources listed in today’s bulletin.

STUART:   Here is just one example:  Kenneth R. Miller in his book, Only a Theory: Evolution and the Battle for America’s Soul; takes every argument proponents of Intelligent Design make and disproves them completely for anyone who doesn’t  let their beliefs blind them to the facts.  In addition, we read this week that the Roman Catholic Church recently acknowledged that Darwin was on the right track.
GAIL:  There is an important difference between science and religion that we have hinted at earlier.  Now we want to make it specific.  Both reveal something to us.  But the revelations of science come from observations about nature.  One simply observes and records and attempts to understand.

STUART:  Religious revelation can only be encountered by people of faith who have been grasped by something or someone greater than self.  People who have faith soon realize the reality of God’s presence.
GAIL:  Martinez Hewlett and Ted Peters in an article entitled “Theology, Religion and Intelligent Design” sum up what we believe very well.  They write:  As Christians, we believe our faith demands the best science; the best biology follows in the tradition of Darwinism and neo-Darwinism … Faith seeks understanding said Saint Anselm eight centuries ago, and right now the best understanding of living things requires theory of evolution.  In short, we support evolutionary biology as an expression of our religious faith, not in contradiction of it.

STUART:  We are people of the Word – followers of the Risen Christ.  We believe that nothing in the world can separate us from God’s eternal presence.  That includes science in all its forms.  Centuries ago, the apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome.  One particular chapter in that contains my favorite verse.  He wrote: I am convinced that neither death nor life, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Gail:  That is where we stand.  We would love to enter into dialogue with you if you have questions about this subject.

BOTH:  Amen.
For further reading on the subject:

Only a Theory: Evolution and the Battle for America’s Soul; Kenneth R. Miller, Penquin Book Ltd.; 2008

Miller takes each of the assertions of the proponents of Intelligent Design and provides the scientific facts that dispute them.  In other words, he takes Intelligent Design seriously as the science it pretends to be and proves it not able to withstand scientific investigation.

God After Darwin: A Theology of Evolution: John F. Haught, Westview Press; 2008
Haught examines traditional theological thought and suggests ways that we can enlarge our understanding of God while accepting the post-Darwin understandings of the world we live in.
Not in Our Classrooms: Edited by Eugenie C. Scott and Glenn Branch, Beacon Press; 2006

A very readable book that explains in detail why intelligent design is wrong for our schools.  The National Center for Science Education, Inc. holds the copyright for this book.

A longer list of resources is available from the church office.
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