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A Science-Loving Pagan

It has been said that pagan homes are toasty warm in winter, owing to the fact that the books lining all the walls insulate so well.  We love to read and learn.   

I am a pagan.  I believe that burying the statuette of a catholic saint sped the sale of my first house, and that that ritually blessing our new home cleansed it of disruptive energies. I believe  that a ritual performed by our women's group improved church finances. I believe in divination.   I believe that a bowl of soup prepared with the intention of healing you will do so more effectively than a bowl of soup prepared without that intention.  

I also believe in accountability, most especially with regard to public realms and policies, like schools and laws.  I rely, as do you, on the mechanisms of accountability afforded by scientific practice.  I loved Biology classes in school, where I  was delighted to learn about the theory of Evolution by means of Natural Selection. What a satisfying, logical explanation for the diversity of life on earth! Studying it makes me happy.  

Creationists point to disagreement among scientists about evolution; punctuated equilibrium?  gradual change?  But procedural rules of the practice of science are standardized. Its declarative knowledge is constantly updated in light of new information.  You won't find an authentic scientist who would tell you that he had a special, inviolate book written and translated hundreds of years ago which directs all of his thinking.  

A baby, unhurt, was found in a muddy field after the recent spate of southern tornadoes, which killed his mother.  This baby's survival has been repeatedly called a miracle. The gift of this baby's life is unfathomably grand.  But why declare that his survival was not simply because his flexible young body is small, offering little surface area for collision by deadly flying debris?  Which would we expect to survive unscathed in a whirlwind - a mouse or a cow?  

Public policy must be guided by the accountability of scientific knowledge, not by any religious opinions.

How then can I be a pagan?  First of all, I would never try to spread my views or to promote them as the way that's right for anyone else.  On a strictly personal level, I don't need them to be subjected to scientific scrutiny.  But I can hold the way of science in this one head alongside my spiritual practices because  I believe that there is nothing that is separate from the unity of being.  I don't like to use the word god, particularly not with a capital G, because it implies that there is some godness that is not us but that we must strive in some way to attain.  Some original sin that must be overcome.  I reject that.  I think we are all god, all goddess, all unified field of life.  Maybe this is what that bible means when it says we are made in god's image.  Why wouldn't the essence of the universe be embedded in star patterns, or in the leaves left behind in a cup of tea?  I remember an interview with a gifted high schooler who was asked why he had chosen to study astrophysics; "I want to know the thoughts of God, and I think that he would likely use physics as a language to reveal them to us."  Indeed.  As well, perhaps, as baby talk.  Or music.  Or the cycle of the seasons. The ultimate unity of all, I think, permeates everything. 

If a women's chant turns a financial tide, I don't suggest it is because we say this or that set of words, or burn a certain candle.  I believe it is by some means as yet unexplained. Whether it is a thirteenth dimension of a pulse of energy known as a "string" by theoretical physicists or a pulse of energy generated in the gray matter of the ritual participants,  I believe that we will be able to explain mysteries like the greater healing powers of grandma Jo Ann's over Campbell's chicken soup.  I think we are like people in the past, in awe of lightning, before there was  understanding of electricity.

So please, if you have a sore throat and a fever, get a strep test.  You might need an antibiotic.  Feel free to enhance your treatment holistically.  

And if the children ask you how things work and you are in church, speculate away.   But if you are in a science classroom in a public school, you must stick to science.  

And if politicians consider legislation affecting the earth or the health of the beings on it, they must be guided by science.

And for those working at the frontier of knowledge, where speculation and science intersect, hurry up, will you?  I just can't wait to learn more!
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