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Evolution Sunday and The Peace Bubble Fella

Michael Zimmerman, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences of Butler University writes, “For too long, the misperception that science and religion are inevitably in conflict has created unnecessary division and confusion, especially concerning the teaching of evolution. I wanted to let the public know that numerous clergy from most denominations have tremendous respect for evolutionary theory and have embraced it as a core component of human knowledge, fully harmonious with religious faith.

In the fall of 2004, I worked with clergy throughout Wisconsin to prepare a statement in support of teaching evolution. We were called to action by a series of anti-evolution policies passed by the school board in Grantsburg, WI. The response was overwhelming. In a few weeks, nearly 200 clergy signed the statement, which we sent to the Grantsburg school board on December 16, 2004. Additionally, groups of educators and scientists sent letters to the Grantsburg School Board and to the Superintendent of Schools protesting these policies. In response to all of this attention, as well as the efforts of others, the Grantsburg School Board retracted their policies.

The outpouring of support from clergy around the country encouraged me to make this a nationwide project. As of February 10,563 signatures were collected from Christian clergy from all 50 states, 249 from Indiana.” This day, February 11, 2007, was scheduled as a time for religious congregations to discuss this important issue.

You will be proud to know that a large number of signatures were UCC clergy. And the letter says in part, “We the undersigned, Christian clergy from many different traditions, believe that the timeless truths of the Bible and the discoveries of modern science may comfortably coexist. We believe that the theory of evolution is a foundational scientific truth, one that has stood up to rigorous scrutiny and upon which much of human knowledge and achievement rests. To reject this truth or to treat it as “one theory among others” is to deliberately embrace scientific ignorance and transmit such ignorance to our children. We believe that among God’s good gifts are human minds capable of critical thought and that the failure to fully employ this gift is a rejection of the will of our Creator. To argue that God’s loving plan of salvation for humanity precludes the full employment of the God-given faculty of reason is to attempt to limit God, an act of hubris. We urge school board members to preserve the integrity of the science curriculum by affirming the teaching of the theory of evolution as a core component of human knowledge. We ask that science remain science and that religion remain religion, two very different, but complementary, forms of truth. Many of the beloved stories found in the Bible – the Creation, Adam and Eve, Noah and the ark – convey timeless truths about God, human beings, and the proper relationship between Creator and creation expressed in the only form capable of transmitting these truths from generation to generation. Religious truth is of a different order from scientific truth. Its purpose is not to convey scientific information but to transform hearts.
I do not know how all of you feel about evolution – and there is not time today to explore this issue much.  The Christian Education Board will provide opportunity in the near future to devote to this conversation. Let me make just a few, brief comments. Earlier this week our signboard proclaimed the quote from Matthew, Mark and Luke:  Neither do we pour new wine into old wineskins. If we do, the skins will burst, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both the wine and the wineskins are preserved." According to our Gospel writers, the good news, GOSPEL, that Jesus brought to the world was something powerfully new – and needed a new vessel, to new way of doing ministry, to hold that good news. 
Years before, the prophet Isaiah spoke for God to God’s people in exile and said something similar as we heard this morning: “Do not cling to events of the past or dwell on what happened long ago. Watch for the new thing I am going to do. It is happening already – you can see it now!” 

Sisters and brothers, all of us know that the pace of change during our lifetime is more rapid than at any other time in human history. All of us know that the church of 2007 is vastly different from the church of 1957.  All of us know that the world of 2007 is much “smaller” than the world of 1987. Jakub hasn’t spoken with his family since he left home early in January – but he connects with them regularly via email. What happened this morning in Baghdad we learned about from our web page and newspaper when we woke up today. How could we presume to cling to old models – whether scientific or theological – that no longer speak to God’s people? Why would we want to limit the God of the Universe to outdated ways of thinking and being? 

The Gospel of Jesus according to John was written at the end of the first century – two generations after those who knew Jesus face to face. As we have pointed out regularly, John’s Gospel is vastly different from Matthew’s and Mark’s and Luke’s. “In the beginning was the Word – and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” Echos of how our sacred book begins. Of Course! Because for John – and for us – Jesus was God’s new beginning.  And John wrote a long prayer that he put on the lips of Jesus including: “I do not pray only for these you have given me, but for those who believe in me because of their word that they may all be one, even as You are in me and I am in you, that they may be in us.” Blessed is the One within the many.
Blessed are the Many who make one.

Sisters and brothers, newness and therefore the need to find new ways of connecting one with another – these are promises and requirements of our God. We see it in Jesus who kept breaking down old barriers to bring people into closer relationship with God and therefore one another. We hear it in the apostles who insisted that in Christ there is neither male nor female, slave nor free, Jew nor Gentile. And according to the writer to the church at Collossae, those of us who believe in Jesus Christ “have died already and our real life is Christ…We are the people of God – God loves us and chose us and therefore we must clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, tolerance, forgiveness and love which binds all things together in unity.”

FEAR AND IGNORANCE BE GONE! To reject scientific truth or to treat it as “one theory among others” is to deliberately embrace scientific ignorance and transmit such ignorance to our children. God is belittled if we leave our minds at the door of the sanctuary. The God of the universe needs all of us, working together in love, to co-create with God this place where “newness” is breathed into all life forms on this planet. 

God is not done with us. How ever would we think that we are done with God – that we know all about God, about the mystery of our lives unfolding in the light of God’s love? As the UCC Still speaking initiative proclaims, how dare we put a period where God has placed a comma? Let us move with confidence into our lives knowing that as surely as God is not done with us, we best not ever think that we are “done” with God.
