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"One day a writer, a mother of a four year-old, stayed home to make a deadline.  Her daughter was watching a cartoon show on TV.  She asked, "Who made the cartoons?" Her mother answered, Hanna-Barbera." The daughter responded, "Who's Hanna Barbera?"  Distracted, the mother answered, "Just some people."  The little girl volleyed, "Who made the people?"  The mother getting every more frustrated answered, "God made the people!"  And the little girl followed up, "But, Mommy, who made God?"  By this time her mother had lost all patience and screamed, "Carrie, just go play!"  Shrugging her shoulders, the child sighed, "Gee Whiz! Ask a simple question...."  

It's not such a simple question, is it?  Haven't we all (don't we all...) wished we could get to a simple, easy, understandable answer to that one!
Maybe the first step is a definition.  Martin Luther says, "A god is that on which one should rely for everything good and with which one can take refuge in every need.  That to which you give up and hand over your heart is truly your God."  So, at some level, everyone will admit to faith in a god, even if deeper questions of what kind and whose have not been raised or answered.  Belief in a god, then, is a given; but it is not belief in a God that we affirm in the Apostle's Creed.  It is belief in a very specific God, "God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.”

There are many arguments about whether or not God exists.  The truth be told, God's existence cannot be proved...but it can be argued.  There are five essential types of arguments in favor of the existence of God.

The first is the cosmological argument.  It centers on nature and says, essentially, "It isn't reasonable to say that the world just happened to be this way by accident."

The second is the teleological argument.  All creation has a purpose, creation is one whole.  Behind the purpose in creation is a creator.

The third is the ontological argument.  If humanity did not universally have an idea of God there would be no God.  In every person there is an idea, feeling or longing for God, therefore because of this idea of Being, there must be a Being.  

The fourth is the moral argument.  In every human being there is a moral faculty, an instinctive standard of right and wrong. Where does it come from?  Well, it comes from God.  

The fifth is the experiential argument.  God is real because of people's experience with a Supreme Being.  St. Augustine says, "We are restless until our souls rest in God."  

All interesting and telling arguments.  But, ultimately, they do not prove the existence of God.  Belief in the existence of God is -- pure and simple -- an act of faith.

When I say, "I believe in God," there are some things I am NOT saying that I really should be clear about.  

I am not an atheist who denies the existence of God;

I am not an agnostic who is unwilling to affirm or deny the existence of God;
I am not a polytheist who says there are many gods;

I am not a henotheist who selects one god to be above all other gods;
I am not a pantheist who believes that everything is god.

I am not a deist who believes in a god who is uninterested in the world.

In the affirmation of the Apostle's Creed, I am saying that I believe in the God I have come to know in the Scriptures and in Jesus Christ.  I am saying I believe in the one God the Jews proclaimed in the shema; the one God whom Jesus called "Abba" (Father), the one God.  
The Apostle's Creed tells us in this first sentence who created but it doesn't tell us why God created.  Here are two possibilities to consider: First, that God created the world for God's own sake, in order to have love and fellowship and delight in the abundance of life; second, that God created the world for humanity's sake: that in God's ultimate plan, the full expression of God was to be played out with a cast of many characters.  Karl Barth says this: The more you look at God's creation, the more you are impressed: the wonder is not that God exists -- that is obvious -- but the wonder is that the world exists, because God did not have to do it.  That's the incredible thing -- that God in grace chose to create.

I've spent some thought and prayer considering the two most common English language versions of the Apostle's Creed (translations always offer challenges!).  My focus in this moment centered on the difference between the traditional version of the creed where we recite that God is the "maker of heaven and earth" and the newer ecumenical version where God is the "creator of heaven and earth."  What's the big deal?  Anyone can MAKE something but only God can CREATE something out of nothing.  I have come to prefer the ecumenical version that affirms the uniqueness of God as “spark” rather then simply “wrench.”  To create an infinite universe, I think it takes an immense, ginormous, infinite God.
One of the key questions that always arises when we start talking about God as Creator of heaven and earth is the question of how the world was created.  The fact is that, since the Bible is not a science text, it really doesn't say. (Really, it doesn’t.) The story of creation in Genesis is story intended not to write out a line of historical actions, but rather to show the love and majesty of God.  HOW God created was not important to the original audience who was seeking to understand their beginnings on earth, just that it was not warring gods or nature’s gods, but an intentional GOD who, in fact, DID the creating.

Which brings us to inexorably toward that sticky wicket of creationism vs. evolution.  Creationism is that view of the beginning that takes the Bible literally (as if it were a video of the act taken in flagrante creato).  Creationism claims even to do the math for us, holding that one day in Genesis is 24 hours long and that six of those makes the 144 hours in which God did all the work.  It understands creation as the instantaneous result as the response to God's command.  

The second possibility is what is called the scientific view.  Those who hold this view believe that the earth came into being over 4.5 billion years (give or take) of constant and ongoing creation and recreation.

Within the scientific view here are two kinds of evolution which are possible:

-- secular evolution in which there was no need for a creator who directed or initiated creation; it was a big bang followed by natural selection and reproduction along a predictable and definable course, and

-- theistic evolution in which God is the cause of every evolutionary process.  Theistic Evolution doesn't deny creation by God; it simply describes it.  It acknowledges God as catalyst of the universe and evolution as God's way of bringing the universe and life to its present state.  Theistic evolution is not in conflict with the Bible as either science or the Bible are to be properly understood.  

What we must remember is that over how long and exactlyhow the world was created is NOT essential to but is SECONDARY to faith.  What is essential to faith, is the belief that it was God who did it.  Listen to this story of creation in some newer words:

When time began -- perhaps as long ago as 20 billion years ago -- all mass and energy were compressed almost to infinite density and heated to trillions upon trillions of degrees.  A cosmic explosion rent the featureless mass, creating a rapidly expanding fireball.  It has been cooling ever since.  At first the universe was an impenetrable haze...the universe cleared and everywhere blazed with light."

Is it a scientific-poetic paraphrase of Genesis?  No, it's from National Geographic, June 1983.  Science and faith begin the creation story at the same place: meaningless, chaotic unsorted nothingness.  So when I say ,"I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth," I identify God as the creative force who brings creation out of chaos, beauty out of bareness, light out of darkness, life out of nothingness.  

I am not a fundamentalistic creationist who believes that the Bible is a science text or history lesson that must be accepted as factually accurate even when it (clearly) is not.  I am a theistic evolutionist who believes that God's creation is a wonder to behold and that I am called to come to understand as it began and as it continues.  The glory of creation, for me, is not in its creatures but in its Creator who made it all with such grandeur and with such intimacy, with such boldness and with such preciousness.  

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth" …who made the expanse of the universe and birthmark on my daughter’s throat, the wideness of the sea and the tiny designs on ladybugs’ wings, who can create in bold and wondrous strokes the colors of a sunset and the smile in my Westie Booker's bright, black eyes.
I believe in this awesome creating God who can care as much about the little things as about the immensity of all of nature, who can wait with patience while protoplasm becomes what it will become and can wait with the same patience while I struggle to become whatever it is I might yet become; who can care about the fall of the single, smallest sparrow and who can care about me in the midst of the multitude.  

I believe in this awesome creating God who made us at the beginning and yet loved us enough to re-create us in Jesus Christ that we might experience new creation and new hope in his saving grace every day.  

This I affirm:

I believe in God -- the one God who is the only god.

the Father Almighty -- who is the source, the seed, the spark, the beginning of all things and all people;

creator of heaven and earth -- who visioned and spoke creation into existence at the beginning but is creating still -- in our world, in our minds, in our hearts, in our lives.  

Let us go and be God’s creation in the world as we become, in God’s image, life, love and joy. 

Amen.
