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Local churches celebrate Faith and Science Sunday

Annual worldwide event encourages intellectual curiosity
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HAYWARD — The Rev. Kathryn Schreiber opened and closed United Church of Hayward's Sunday morning service with a blessing for "brains" — for beautiful minds and wonderful ideas. 

"The weekend is to recognize that religion and science should be seen as complementary rather than confrontational," Schreiber said. 

United Church of Christ, at 30540 Mission Boulevard, joined more than 760 congregations worldwide in encouraging intellectual questioning. 

The minister traced the tradition to St. Jerome, the saint of learning, who translated the Bible from Greek and Hebrew into Latin around the year 400. Schreiber added that when translating any text, we translate without the full cultural context in which the text was written. 

The congregation listened to a short passage from the Bible about Adam and Eve, in which Eve is offered an apple and told that it will let her know "good and evil" but is warned not to eat it. 

Guest preacher Carol J. Manahan used the parable to introduce her talk, suggesting that humans have always been curious: If something suggests gaining wisdom, then we take the "fruit." 

Manahan, a Richmond resident, has a doctorate in environmental ethics, biogeography and biblical studies and serves on a regional board for the Church of Christ. Of the biblical cartoons she collects, Manahan said the most common depict the stories of Adam and Eve, Noah's ark, and Earth's creation in seven days. 

"Like the ancient Hebrews, we can hold multiple stories in seeking truth," Manahan said. 
As a teacher, Manahan asks her students to observe, which often brings them closer to the object they are studying. 

"A careful observation of as many factors possible forms the core of scientific process," she said. 

Manahan added that part of science is the belief that different observers can observe the same thing. In developing technologies, she said, humans should know what their purpose is — and just because they want to do something, does not mean they should. 

"We are hungering for technology that is morally just and ecologically sustainable," Manahan said. 

As a scientist speaking to those who hear God's call to medicine, science, engineering and a deeper understanding of the cosmos, Manahan said that she has striven to do justice. She said justice results from caring for the poor and weak, and this results from the virtues taught by the Christian tradition, such as compassion, gratitude and generosity. 

This was the third year United Church of Hayward and United Church of Christ celebrated "Faith and Science Sunday." The first year focused on evolution and the journey of Charles Darwin, who is known for his theory of evolution. Like many scientists in the 1800s in England, Darwin studied first to be a theologian. 

Schreiber said many people within the Christian community have suggested they may be facing a rupture in faith from the onset of science and globalization. She added that the "mega-story" of the "Christ of compassion" transcends the literal reading of texts. 

Kirk McKinlay, a Hayward resident and engineer who has attended United Church of Hayward for about 10 years, said he has found himself arguing about evolution with a cubicle mate who does not believe faith and evolution are compatible. 

"I think of faith as providing a framework you can put science and knowledge into," McKinlay said, adding that wisdom has not changed much over the last millennium, while technology has. 

"We need the wisdom to use the technology and science in the proper way," McKinlay said. 
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