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Happy Birthday, Charles Darwin.

Thursday marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of the man who formulated the theory of evolution, and no doubt, there are quite a few people in the religious community who disagree with his ideas and see no reason to celebrate.

But there are plenty people of faith who believe that religion and science are compatible, and want to proclaim it from the pulpit. Their chance will come during Evolution Weekend Feb. 13-15. More than 900 U.S. churches, including at least four in Colorado Springs, will participate, though some will do it at other times because of scheduling conflicts.

Evolution Weekend was created three years ago by Michael Zimmerman, dean of Butler University in Indianapolis, after he discovered that many clergy believe religion and Darwinian evolution are compatible. The goals according to the organizer's Web site: "to elevate the quality of the discussion on this critical topic - to move beyond sound bites," and "to demonstrate that religious people from many faiths and locations understand that evolution is sound science and poses no problems for their faith."

"Belief in evolution is not a denial of a creative force, which is always seeking greater security, harmony and abundance in life," said the Rev. Nori Rost, who will preach Feb. 15 at All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church about how Darwin's concepts apply to social mores and customs.

"If religion is meant to help men and women find meaning and purpose in their lives," Rost said, "that is not taken away by accepting scientific facts."

On Sunday, the Rev. Benjamin Broadbent of First Congregational Church downtown will give a sermon titled "Darwin: Throwing Light."

"The church should embrace truth wherever it finds it," Broadbent said.
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Sermon information
* All Souls Unitarian Universalist 
730 N. Tejon St. 
Sermon: Feb. 15 at 10:30 a.m. 
Contact: 633-7717

* First Congregational Church 
20 E. Saint Vrain St. 
Sermon: Sunday at 9 a.m. 
Contact: 635-3549

* Vista Grande Community Church 
5460 N. Union Blvd. 
Sermon: Feb. 15 at 10 a.m. 
Contact: 599-3057

* Wilson United Methodist Church 
6460 Flying W Ranch Road 
Call church at 598-0407 for sermon schedule

