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Can God and evolution get along?

	Science writer Jeremy Manier’s cover story in the Tribune’s Sunday magazine explores a rarely talked about perspective that seeks to reconcile the biblical account of creation with a scientific explanation of how the universe has evolved over millennia. While it sounds nice in theory, can it really inspire believers?

About two dozen clergy in Illinois intend to illustrate to their congregations that a theistic explanation of evolution can indeed transform the debate that has polarized the faithful. Over a Saturday and Sunday next month titled Evolution Weekend, those clergy will deliver sermons and host programs to illustrate how religion and science are indeed compatible.

The weekend falls before the Feb. 12 birthday of Charles Darwin, the man who first described biological evolution via natural selection.

Recent Gallup polls show that 43 percent of Americans reject the theory of evolution accepted nearly universally by scientists. And at least four 2008 presidential candidates have said they do not accept it.

But Rev. Tripp Hudgins of the Community Church in Wilmette has championed the marriage of evolution and religion for the past couple years. He wants to encourage his church members to bring sanity to the conversation.

“Galileo said theology is the mother of all science and they put him in jail,” he said. “Faith vs. science is a false dialectic. I don’t think the poles actually exist. Science is about the how and faith is about the why.”

Rev. Roger Timm, pastor of Ascension Lutheran Church in Riverside, agrees.

He believes the creation account in Genesis serves as a parable to illustrate how humans “made in the image of God” should treat God’s creation of planet Earth.

In fact, some clergy say more discussion of how religion and science can live in harmony spells more promise for the planet’s future. Rev. Jim Brenneman, president of Goshen College, a Mennonite institution in northern Indiana, said Christians should worry less about creation and more about creation care, a Christian term for environmental stewardship.

Echoing the perspective of E.O. Wilson, the bioethicist who spoke at Goshen College last year, Brenneman said the polarized conversation only serves “to separate the very two communities that he feels needs to come together for future life on earth.” Goshen College is set to be the first Christian college to launch a master’s program in environmental education. Under Brenneman's leadership, the school has recently made efforts to raise its historically quiet voice in order to steer the religious community's conversation down a more productive path.

“There are big stakes here,” Brenneman said.

You don’t have to tell curators at the $33 million Creation Museum in Petersburg, Ky. about high stakes. They say the whole point of Christianity hangs on the historical accuracy of the Genesis account of creation. If Jesus came to redeem humanity from sin, which entered the world through the sins of Adam and Eve, then Adam and Eve and the rest of Genesis must be true. It has to be.

What do you think? Can you find meaning in a divine creation account and still embrace the scientific theory of evolution?


